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U.S. Army Europeʼs recent
transformation announcement
listed Army health clinics in
Friedberg, Butzbach and
Büdingen as slated for closure.
The clinics will close this sum-
mer, but beneficiaries will still
be able to get health care at the
Hanau Health Clinic until it
closes in 2008.

“Our patientsʼ ability to
obtain compassionate, high-
quality health care will remain
constant throughout the clo-
sure process,” said Lt. Col.
Raymond Gundry, commander

of outlying health clinics that
come under management of the
U.S. Army Medical Depart-
ment Activity-Heidelberg.
“You will be able to get the
same quality care after your
clinic is closed.”

The Friedberg Health Clinic
closes June 29, Butzbach
Health Clinic closes July 27
and Büdingen Health Clinic
closes Aug. 1. After the clinics
close, patients will be able to
obtain routine health care from
the Hanau Health Clinic or
from host nation providers and

hospitals.
Patients can contact the

Hanau Health Clinic for ap-
pointments for routine care at
civ (06181) 500-67301 or mil
328-6730/6731. For referrals
contact Hanau Tricare at civ
(06181) 500-6504 or mil 328-
6504.

Before each clinic closes
beneficiaries should disenroll
from their current health clinic
and enroll in the Hanau Health
Clinic. To disenroll they can
contact their local Tricare Ser-

By Susan Huseman
U.S. Army Garrison Hessen

Public Affairs Office

Rape is a violent crime
Army leaders want to elimi-
nate.

“Last year in USAREUR
(U.S. Army Europe) we had

165 total cases,” said
Annamaria Doby, sexual as-
sault response coordinator for
U.S. Army Garrison Hessen,
at a sexual assault prevention
training session April 27 at the
theater on Pioneer Kaserne in
Hanau.

Sexual assault prevention
is an annual training require-
ment, but because April was
Sexual Assault Prevention
Month, Doby wanted to do
something different. She
brought in speakers from the
Criminal Investigation Divi-

sion and Adolescent
Substance Abuse
Counseling Service.
She also arranged for
members of the
Hanau High School
drama department
and 16th Corps Sup-
port Group to per-
form skits dramatiz-
ing male on male, fe-
male on female and
male-female sexual
assault.

“Acquaintance or
date rape is by far the
most prevalent kind
of rape,” said Special
Agent Eric Duncan,
from the Hanau

Story and photos by
Karl Weisel

U.S. Army Garrison Hessen
Public Affairs Office

He got his first sight of
American Soldiers and

his first taste of
chocolate on March
30, 1945. Now,
slightly more than
62 years after U.S.
forces entered Bü-
dingen, Jules Au-
gust Schröder said
witnessing them
leaving is an emo-
tional experience.

Schröder, like
many of the German
and American
guests on hand to
bid farewell to the
Soldiers of the 1st Squadron,
1st Cavalry Regiment, dur-
ing the unitʼs inactivation
ceremony on Armstrong Bar-
racks April 24, said, “For me

itʼs a sad day — itʼs a sad
feeling. For 90 percent of my
life, Iʼve lived with the
Americans here in Büdingen.
I had a lot of American
friends — it was a really

good community.”
The American

flag tie-wearing
Büdingen resident
was 11 years old as
World War II drew
to a close in Europe.
Before moving to
Büdingen his fam-
ily had lived through
massive Allied
bombing raids in
Hamburg where his
house was destroyed
by fire.

“We came to
Büdingen because we had
family here.

“I think Iʼm the only one

Health clinics to close
Hanau Health Clinic to remain open during transition

See Clinics on page 3

Army addresses sexual assault

Men and women victimized
Saying goodbye in Büdingen

Historic cavalry
unit bids farewell

Lt. Col. Matthew F. McKenna (left), commander of 1st
Squadron, 1st Cavalry Regiment, bears the unit colors
as they are cased by Master Sgt. Sheldon Griffin, acting
command sergeant major, and Pfc. Chad Espinosa
during an inactivation ceremony on Büdingen's
Armstrong Barracks April 24.

Jules August
Schröder
remembers
Americans
entering
Büdingen in
1945.

See Cav farewell
on page 21

Photo by Susan Huseman

Hanau High School drama students Jerrell Banks (from left), Sarah
Hauserman, Michael Brooking and Michelle Ford play drinking games
in a skit for Sexual Assault Prevention Month April 27.

See Sex assault
on page 4

Thespians rule
Wiesbaden cleans up at

U.S. Forces Europe
Tournament of Plays.
Giessen director also
honored. See page 6.

Inside
Testing emergency

readiness
Mock disaster tests

emergency response
providers during USAG

Wiesbaden exercise.
See page 8.

Family fun
Community

members enjoy
a host of special
events at fests.

See pages 10
and 23.
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By Colin Garrett
Interactive Customer Evaluation

manager

The Interactive Customer Evalu-
ation forum provides community
members with an online feedback
mechanism.

To ensure the smooth function-
ing of ICE and make it a genuinely
interactive customer/manager forum
to improve services and products,
here are a few tips.

Customersʼ comments should be
concise and include all details to
enable the manager to ascertain the
issue the customer raises. Custom-
ers are free to make suggestions on
how a service they receive can be
improved.

ICE customers requesting a re-
sponse to their comments and rat-
ings should ensure the contact data
they provide is complete and accu-
rate.

If customers requesting a re-
sponse do not receive one within
three working days, they should con-
tact the ICE manager by clicking on
the “Please contact the site man-
ager” link at the bottom of the
installationʼs service provider list.

If  customers are not satisfied
with the response they receive they
should follow up with the manager
and state the reason for their dissat-
isfaction.

ICE customers not finding a ser-
vice provider or finding details of an
existing provider faulty can contact
the ICE site manager directly by
clicking the “contact the site man-
ager” link at the bottom of the instal-
lation service provider list.

Access ICE by visiting the U.S.
Army Garrison Hessen homepage at
www.usaghessen.army.mil and click-
ing on the ICE box at the bottom of
the page.

If you cannot conveniently locate
the service provider you want, click
“show all service providers” at the
bottom of the installation ICE page
to see the service provider you want
from the list shown.

USAG Hessen’s

ICE forum Commentary by Susan
Huseman

U.S. Army Garrison Hessen
Public Affairs Office

A few months back I attended a
Parent Teacher Association-sponsored
educational session at Hanauʼs
Argonner Elementary School on pro-
tecting children from sexual abuse.

Mark Gillett, the Hanau school psy-
chologist, threw out a few statistics at
the beginning of his presentation.
“Twenty percent of females and 10
percent of males have been sexually
abused as children,” he said.

As I sat in the elementary school
cafeteria, my mind tried to wrap itself
around what he was saying … 20 per-
cent of females. Thatʼs 20 out of a 100
women; no, itʼs two in 10; wait, itʼs one
in five. He was saying one in five
women had been sexually assaulted.

Suddenly, a picture came to mind.
I was in my 10th-grade drafting

class. I needed to make a blueprint of
my drawing. I left my desk and went to

the front of the class where the blue-
print room was situated. It was divided
from the classroom by a large window.
I was in the room alone, my back to the
window and the rest of the class, wait-
ing for the blueprint to emerge from the
machinery. The teacher — I canʼt even
remember his name — was old enough
to be my grandfather. He walked into
the room, came up to me and said,
“What are these?” as he put both his
hands on my barely emerging breasts.

I was terrified, ashamed, embar-
rassed. I said nothing, grabbed my draw-
ing and hurried past him back to my
desk.

My face burned with shame. I kept
my head down and prayed that no one
had seen anything.

I didnʼt tell anyone, not my friends,
school officials or my parents. It was
my personal shame to bury deep inside.

We didnʼt talk about sex or body
parts in my house. I learned about the
birds and the bees through a film I saw
in elementary school. When I started

Breaking the silence on sexual assault
menstruating, my older sister told me
what I needed to know as best as she
could all those years ago.

How could I go to my parents and
tell them a teacher had touched me?
How could I explain Iʼd done nothing
to provoke it? To this day Iʼve kept
quiet about this experience.

Needless to say, my drafting career
was over. Even though I loved the
subject, I would not take another class.
And when I was a senior, and the
teacher had a heart attack, I was se-
cretly glad.

Now I wonder how many other girls
had he touched? Did my silence con-
tribute to another girlʼs assault?

If you are a parent, make sure you talk
to your children about inappropriate
touching, body parts and sex. If you
havenʼt done it before, itʼs probably go-
ing to be uncomfortable, awkward and
embarrassing.

But itʼs the least you can do to
protect your kids.

foam liners) offer better protection and
come in a variety of sizes, styles and
colors. Helmets are required when
riding on military installations. Bike hel-
mets should be approved by the Ameri-
can National Standards Institute or Snell
Memorial Foundation.

Dress properly for your protection.
Wear brightly colored outer garments
or a reflective vest. Bicyclists are hard
to see in traffic. Tie down loose pant
legs or you may take an extra trip over
the handlebars.

German traffic laws require bicycles
be equipped with a bell, lights, front
and rear brakes and reflectors on wheels
and pedals. Fines can be imposed on
people riding a bicycle while intoxi-

Know bike safety rules before hitting street
Bike paths, touring routes and trains

that accommodate cyclists make bike
riding a pleasure in Germany. But before
embarking on a two-wheeled journey
make sure you know the rules.

Inspect your bike first. Check to
make sure the chain and gears are
clean, adjusted and lubricated. Inspect
the wheels to make sure they are clean.
Tires need to have good tread, no cuts
and be properly inflated. Brakes should
be adjusted and in working condition.
The seat and handlebars should be ad-
justed to your height.

A bicycle helmet is a critical and
required piece of safety equipment.
Always wear a helmet when cycling.
Helmets with stiff liners (as opposed to

cated. If youʼre caught using a cell
phone while riding a bike, you will be
fined �25. Children younger than 8 are
not allowed to ride alone into or on public
streets unless accompanied by an adult.

When riding, keep to the right and
ride in a straight line (in a single file
when in a group). Always use bicycle
paths when available. Do not weave in
or out of traffic, or swerve from side to
side. Do not carry items that obstruct
vision or prevent proper control of the
bicycle, and carry all items in properly
installed carriers. Watch out for pe-
destrians and use your bell as needed to
warn pedestrians before overtaking them
on walkways. (Courtesy of the U.S. Army
Garrison Hessen Safety Office)

Retiree corner: Enroll in direct deposit abroad
U.S. military retirees living outside

the United States can now enroll to
have their monthly pay-
ments directly deposited
in their local bank ac-
counts.

Those living in Aus-
tralia, Canada, France,
Germany and the United

Kingdom, have had the International
Direct Deposit option since December

and 38 additional
countries are slated
to come into the pro-
gram this year.

E n r o l l m e n t
packages for the pro-
gram have been

sent to retirees and annuitants.
If you need assistance with the pro-

gram, visit the International Direct
Deposit page on the Defense Finance
and Accounting Service website at
w w w . d f a s . m i l / r e t i r e d p a y /
internationaldirectdepositidd.html. You
can also call (216) 522-5955 or your
community retirement services officer.

News for
military
retirees
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vice Center or representative.
Each clinic has maps to the
Hanau Health Clinic.

Patients who are returning
to the United States or going to
another assignment in Europe
may hand-carry their medical
records and X-rays.

This is an exception to the
normal policy that requires

clinics to mail medical records
to the sponsorʼs next duty sta-
tion.

Hand-carrying medical
records is especially important,
since most school systems re-
quire evidence of immuniza-
tions before allowing children
to enter school.

Sponsors with family mem-
bers enrolled in the Exceptional

Family Member Program
should contact the nearest
EFMP office to schedule a
screening for family members
before moving.

For emergencies call 112.
If admitted to a host nation
hospital, patients should con-
tact their patient liaison any-
time day or night at civ (0162)
270-4553. (ERMC Release)

Continued from page 1

Clinics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Clinic cases colors
Maj. Robert B. Wenzel

relinquished command of the
Butzbach Health Clinic and
the clinic cased its colors in
ceremonies May 3. The
Butzbach Health Clinic is
scheduled to close July 27.
After the closure patients will
be able to get routine health
care at the Hanau Health
Clinic or from host nation
health care providers. See
related story on page 1. (Eu-
rope Regional Medical Com-
mand Public Affairs)

Know before you go
People moving to the

States this summer should
start preparing now by find-
ing new homes for things that
are banned from import and
apply now for import permits
for restricted items. “Prohib-
ited items include meat and
meat products such as sau-
sage, pate and salami, as well
as plants, flammable sub-
stances, poisons, destructive
devices and explosives,” said
Bill Greenwood, acting di-
rector of the U.S. European
Commandʼs Customs and
Border Clearance Agency. “If
youʼre planning on shipping
firearms, ensure you have
proof that you owned them in
the States or have an import
permit.” For more informa-
tion visit your local military
Customs Office or www.
hqusareur.army.mil/opm/
customs.htm. (EUCOM Cus-
toms Release)

Risk of fire
With the un-

usually dry
weather condi-
tions in Germany
this year, there is a substan-
tial forest fire hazard. Every-
one is asked to be especially
careful around wooded ar-
eas. Donʼt throw cigarette
butts out of car windows and
make sure children under-
stand to never play with fire
in the forest. (USAG Hessen
Public Affairs)

Chorus seeks
musicians

The U.S. Army Europe
Soldiers Chorus seeks quali-

fied singers and musicians to
fill immediate vacancies in-
cluding male and female vo-
calists, keyboard player, gui-
tarist, bass guitarist, drum-
mer and audio technician.
The positions are open to
Army staff sergeants and be-
low who can sing, play an
instrument or run profes-
sional audio equipment. If
interested in auditioning call
mil 379-5034. (USAG
Hessen Marketing Release)

USAREUR Well-being
Survey

U.S. Army Europe officials
want to know how you rate
quality of life issues such as
spouse employment, local
schools, child and health care,
recreation and more. The
USAREUR Well-Being Sur-
vey will be conducted May 14
to June 15. Contact Army Com-
munity Service for survey lo-
cations. Survey questionnaire
and administrative instructions
are available online at
www.per.hqusareur. army.mil.
(USAREUR Public Affairs)

Store case lot sale
Block out some time in

May to shop at the Defense
Commissary Agencyʼs semi-
annual worldwide case lot
sale. Go to www.
commissaries.com and click
on case lot sale to see the
exact dates of the sale at your
store. Most will be held over
the Memorial Day weekend.

Candy recall
The Army and Air

Force Exchange Service-
Europe announced the
recall of Wilton Pre-
mium Dark Cocoa Candy

Melts because they may con-
tain undeclared milk. People
who have an allergy or severe
sensitivity to milk run the
risk of serious or life-threat-
ening allergic reaction if they
consume this product. Con-
sumers who purchased the
recalled item are urged to
return it to Wilton Industries,
Attention Returns Depart-
ment, 1125 West Taylor
Road, Romeoville, IL 60446
for a full refund. (AAFES-
Europe Communications)

News flash

Photo by Air Force Staff Sgt. Nic Raven

Joint training in Baumholder
Finnish civilian Kimmo Pihkatn (from right), German army Sgt. 1st Class Jorg Peltzer and
German army Sgt. Stefan Friedrich check communication compatibility between the two
nations during exercise Combined Endeavor 2007 in Baumholder April 26. Combined
Endeavor is the largest security cooperation and communications and information systems
military exercise in the world, with more than 1,200 military and civilian personnel from 42
countries and two multinational organizations participating.

Downrange parents to be able
to watch their seniors graduate

By Dennis K.
Bohannon

Department of Defense Depen-
dents Schools-Europe Public

Affairs Office

Service members deployed
to war zones will be able to
view their seniors graduating
from high school via live
webcasts on graduation day.

The Department of Defense
Dependents Schools-Europe,
U.S. Army Europe, 5th Signal
Command, U.S. Air Forces in
Europe, Combined Joint Task
Force 76-Afghanistan, Multi-
National Coalition-Iraq and
World Television Services
have combined assets to en-
able the live broadcasts via the
Internet. The effort will allow
18 graduation ceremonies to

be viewed by nearly 100 de-
ployed parents in Iraq, Af-
ghanistan, Africa and other
locations around the world.

The first graduation cer-
emony is expected to be webcast
on June 7. Eight graduation
ceremonies will take place si-
multaneously on June 8,
dubbed “Super Friday,” by
those involved. The last cer-
emony will be webcast on June
15. Schools identified as par-
ticipants in the graduation
webcasts thus far are AFNorth,
Ansbach, Aviano, Bamberg,
Bitburg, Hanau, Heidelberg,
Hohenfels, Kaiserslautern,
Lajes, Lakenheath, Mannheim,
Patch, Ramstein, Vicenza,
Vilseck, Wiesbaden and
Würzburg. Additional schools

can be added through May 18
if a seniorʼs parent is unex-
pectedly deployed.

Contact information for de-
ployed or deploying parents of
graduates was collected
through each of the DoDDS-
Europe high schools. This in-
formation will now be used to
notify deployed or deploying
parents of graduating seniors
when webcast Internet sites are
online. They will also be pro-
vided logon and password in-
formation.

Deployed or deploying par-
ents who have not been con-
tacted by May 15 should con-
tact the DoDDS-Europe Pub-
lic Affairs Office, or they can
have their graduating student
contact their school principal.
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Compiled by the U.S. Army Garrison
Hessen Directorate of Emergency Services

USAG Hessen blotter

April 16
Baumholder: A Soldier was
charged with failure to obey an
order or regulation — unlawful
transfer of POL items while a lo-
cal national was charged with
unlawful possession of POL items
after the Soldier allowed a local
national acquaintance to fuel a
German-plated vehicle with tax-
free fuel.

April 17
Giessen: An NCO was charged
with wrongful disposition of pri-
vate property after the NCO did
not complete the required title
transfer process before selling the
property.

April 18
Wiesbaden:  An NCO was
charged with owning an unregis-
tered, uninsured POV and failure
to obey a general order after the
car registration was cancelled.

April 19
Giessen: A Soldier was charged
with drunken or reckless opera-
tion of a vehicle after German po-
lice stopped him and detected
alcohol. He failed a portable breath
test.

April 20
Hanau: A family member was
charged with a traffic accident
with damage to private and host
nation property and failure to main-
tain control after the subject struck
a hedge.

April 21
Hanau: Two Soldiers were
charged with wrongful damaging
of host nation property after writ-
ing graffiti on a door.

April 22
Giessen: A Soldier was charged
with domestic simple assault con-
summated by a battery and a fam-
ily member was charged with as-
sault consummated by a
battery and civil ian mis-
conduct after becoming involved
in a physical altercation.

April 23
Wiesbaden: An NCO was
charged with aggravated assault
and drunk and disorderly conduct
after brandishing a locked blade
knife at Pond Security personnel.

April 24
Wiesbaden: A family member
was charged with aggravated as-
sault and communicating a threat
after attempting to stab the victim
with a pair of scissors. 

April 25
Baumholder: A family member
was charged with misconduct
under civilian personnel stan-
dards, larceny of AAFES property
and shoplifting while another fam-
ily member was charged with mis-
conduct under civilian personnel
standards — accessory after
the fact to commit other crimes
when AAFES security observed
the subjects conceal a pack of
cigars in a pant pocket and at-
tempt to leave the store.

April 26
Giessen: A Soldier was charged
with wrongful disposition of pri-
vate property after not completing
the required title transfer process
before the sale of the property. 

April 27
Wiesbaden: An NCO was
charged with owning an unregis-
tered, uninsured vehicle and fail-
ure to obey a general order after
his vehicle was seen with an ex-
pired registration decal.

April 28
Baumholder: An officer was
charged with a traffic accident
with damage to private property
and failure to properly secure his
vehicle after it rolled back and
struck a vehicle.

April 29
Baumholder: A Soldier was
charged with drunken driving af-
ter Military Police detected a
strong odor of an alcoholic bever-
age on his person. He failed an
Intoxilyzer test.

Drunken driving violations

Feb.    March    April

1

2

3

4

5

7
6

8
9

10

Baumholder

Giessen

Hanau

Wiesbaden

11
12

Criminal Investigation Divi-
sion office.

Within USAREUR, he said,
statistics indicate victims are
typically single Soldiers living
in the barracks; alcohol or il-
licit drugs are often associated
and barracks visitation was not
well controlled.

But there is no stereotypi-
cal rape victim. “It really can
be, and is, anyone,” said
Duncan. “We see all sorts. The
main contributing factor is al-
cohol. You drink too much,
you lose your ability to func-
tion properly, and thatʼs where
people get into trouble. It
doesnʼt matter who it is. It can be
the biggest, toughest, strongest
guy you know, and he could be
the victim of sexual assault be-
cause he had one too many.

“In the end, rape is an act of
power. It is somebody who feels
the need to take advantage of
somebody else,” he said. “And
the ultimate way to do that is by
taking advantage of them sexu-
ally. Itʼs not just an out-of-con-
trol sexual desire. It is an act of
power. And thatʼs why the per-
son who commits rape is the
ultimate coward — to take ad-
vantage of someone in that way,
particularly someone who is in-
capacitated by alcohol.”

Many victims do not report
the rape because they feel that
no one is going to believe them,
Duncan said. “They were
drinking, so obviously they
brought it upon themselves.
That is just not true. Even if the
victim was drinking and she
didnʼt say yes, it is wrong. No
one is asking to be raped, no
matter how much they drink or
what they wear.”

Alcohol impairs judgment,

reduces inhibitions and causes
loss of coordination, said Jim
Bruner, the Adolescent Sub-
stance Abuse Counseling Ser-
vice counselor.

But alcohol does not cause
an assault, he said. “It may
make the perpetrator less will-
ing to act on his or her beliefs;
it may give the perpetrator per-
mission for the assault.”

A victim can be rendered
defenseless by alcohol and date
rape drugs, he said.

“Date rape drugs are chemi-
cals used to victimize,” said
Bruner. “These are not drugs
that someone would take inten-
tionally, in all likelihood, be-
cause they render the person
completely unconscious, even
comatose. They are used by other
individuals to make others com-
pliant with their wishes, in this
case to victimize them sexually.”

Reduce inhibitions
The drugs break down a

personʼs inhibitions. “Basi-
cally the person is not able to
follow his or her values, con-
victions about what is safe,
whatʼs right, whatʼs wise,” said
Bruner. “They make the vic-
tim unable to defend; they canʼt
move, they canʼt stand up, they
canʼt walk. The drugs cause
drowsiness, unconsciousness,
loss of motor control, coma,
even death when mixed with
alcohol. If you end up doing
something like this to some-
one, youʼve got some huge
charges facing you.”

Since June 2005 Soldiers
who have been sexually as-
saulted have been given the op-
tion to report the assault without
it becoming a law enforcement
investigation, said Doby.

“A Soldier can make a re-

stricted report to someone within
what we call ̒ the circle of trust,ʼ
she said. This circle includes
any advocate: the Sexual As-
sault Response Coordinator
(SARC), Victim Advocate Co-
ordinator (VAC), Unit Victim
Advocate (UVA) or Installation
Victim Advocate (IVA); chap-
lain or any medical professional,
including social work services
professionals.

“If they report the assault to
anyone outside the circle, it
automatically becomes unre-
stricted,” said Doby. Law en-
forcement is then called in, an
investigation is initiated and
the Soldierʼs chain of com-
mand is notified, she said.

“A lot of times victims do
not want to come forward and
allege sexual assault. Or they
may not even remember what
happened. But my primary con-
cern is that they get medical
attention first and, if they can
possibly within the first 72
hours, do the forensic kit. Sol-
diers have one year to decide to
change the report from re-
stricted to unrestricted.

Duncan offered some ideas
to reduce risk. “When youʼre
out, take it easy on the booze.
The less you drink the less
chance you have of getting into
a situation that would be, at
best, awkward and at worst,
criminal. Donʼt leave your
drink unattended.

“Make your sexual limits
clear. Make sure that whom-
ever you are with knows where
you want to stop. And you con-
firm with whomever you are
with where he or she wants to
stop,” he said.

A hotline to report sexual
assaults within USAG Hessen
is available 24 hours. Call civ
(0162) 296 6738.

Continued from page 1

Sex assault . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Photo by Karl Weisel

New 1st AD commander
Maj. Gen. Fred D. Robinson (right) passes
the 1st Armored Division colors to Lt.
Gen. James D. Thurman, V Corps com-
mander, as Maj. Gen. Mark P. Hertling
looks on. Hertling assumed command of
1st AD in the ceremony May 4 in
Wiesbaden. Robinson moves on to lead
the U.S. Army Research, Development
and Engineering Command and Aberdeen
Proving Ground. Hertling most recently
served as the deputy G-3 for U.S. Army
Europe and formerly served as 1st AD’s
assistant division commander for support.
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by Heidelberg community volunteers,
about five years ago after attending a
MCEC conference in the States. At-
tendees discussed the many problems
military families face when trying to
obtain information about the different
schools, academic and extracurricular
needs, requirements for graduation and
scholarships.

“We have to realize that military
children are global children. They move
so often and itʼs important to help them
get organized,” she said. “Later on, for
example, when they try to apply for
scholarships, they get asked for letters
of recommendation, report cards, news-

paper clippings
and essays, every-
thing that proves

that they have done certain things. If
they donʼt have those papers it will be
hard for them to get a scholarship.
They often do not realize the impor-
tance of such things. Especially with so
many installations closing now, it will
be hard to get missing documents and
papers a couple years from now.”

Another aspect of the session was
learning more about the schools in the
studentsʼ future communities.

“Often parents donʼt know anything
about the schools. The SchoolQuest
web program lists most military bases
and the schools in the areas. This helps
ensure a smooth academic and social
transition for the children,” she said.

Schools page — Partners in education

By Alexandra Williams
U.S. Army Garrison Giessen

Public Affairs Office

Giessen Middle High School Stu-
dents in grades seven to 10 received
lessons from Juanita Harvin, a Heidel-
berg school district education special-
ist. Harvin shared tips on how to pre-
pare for transition and their future dur-
ing a “Real World … What are you
Doing?” day April 26 at the school.

Students put together academic port-
folios with documents needed for their
new schools, such as report cards and
letters of recommendation. They also
were given checklists to help prepare
for the future — whether
they are transitioning to
a new school or headed
for college.

They learned in the computer lab
more about their future schools using
SchoolQuest, a Military Child Educa-
tion Coalition-sponsored, free, online
resource for children and parents. The
youths can use the resource to find out
about area schools that serve stateside
military communities.

“The focus of the program is help-
ing students to make a PCS — Positive
Change of School — move back to the
States for the children of military fami-
lies,” explained Harvin, director of the
Home Community Partnership for the
Heidelberg school district.

Harvin created the Home Commu-
nity Partnership program, which is run

‘Real World’ program helps Giessen
students transition to new schools

Focus on Giessen
Middle High School

The Real World program, as well as
workshops for students and parents
covering life after high school topics, is
usually offered the first Sunday of the
month in Heidelberg. Harvin and two
volunteers from the Heidelberg Parent-
to-Parent organization came to Giessen
at the request of Edwina Smith, school
counselor, and school liaison officer,
Margret Ann Curry. Both felt it was
necessary in order to assist families
during the transition.

“We feel itʼs important to help ev-
eryone. As the MCEC motto would
have it, we do it ʻfor the sake of chil-
dren,ʼ” Harvin said.

Parents who attended the session
appreciated Harvinʼs and the volunteersʼ
effort to support the Giessen students.

“My son made a comment about
how privileged he felt that they brought
SchoolQuest to Giessen. He was so
excited,” said Mary Young-Morrow,
the mother of an 11th-grader.

“They usually only offer it in Heidel-
berg on Sunday which is an inconve-
nience because often we have other
things to do on the weekend,” she said.

“Itʼs also a nice opportunity for them.
They didnʼt have that 20 years ago,”
Young-Morrow said.

“Itʼs good they offer it here at the
school in Giessen,” said Tracy Tien,
another mother. “Since everybody is
moving, the students now have a plan
as they go to a new school,” she said.

Photo by Alexandra Williams

Juanita Harvin, a Heidelberg school district education specialist, shows a group of Giessen Middle High School
students how to put their academic portfolios together at the school April 26.

Wiesbaden kudos
Wiesbaden High School con-

gratulates Gabraella Aragon, Magen
Elenz, Thomas Geddings and Chris-
topher “CJ” Scott for earning certi-
fication as Microsoft Office Special-
ists. The certification provides in-
dustry-validation of Aragonʼs and
Geddingsʼ PowerPoint 2000 skills
and Elenzʼs Word 2000 abilities;
Scott achieved Word 2000 recogni-
tion at the core and expert levels.

Aukamm ES calendar
A school Talent Show will be held

May 16 at 6 p.m. A half-price book
sale will be held May 29 to June 1.

No school at Hainerberg ES
May 11 is Portfolio/Conference

Day at Hainerberg Elementary
School — no school for students.

Jobs in Hanau
Argonner Elementary School has

several part-time positions available
through the end of this school year
and for the upcoming year. Applica-
tion packets are available at the
schoolʼs front office.

New drop off area in
Baumholder

Parents picking up and dropping
off students at Baumholder Middle
High School are requested to do so at
the visitor parking lot beside the
playhouse. School buses now exit
through the lower Wetzel gate. Use
caution when driving near the school
while the buses are leaving and stu-
dents walk home.

Scholarship recipients
Congratulations to Delta Sigma

Theta Sorority scholarship winners
Christopher Battle and Heather
Martinez of Giessen Middle High
School and Natasha Teal of
Wiesbaden High School.

Summer school in Hanau
A summer enrichment half-day

program will be offered for currently
enrolled kindergarten to eighth-
grade students July 2-27. Applica-
tions are available at the main office
and are due by May 16.

Wiesbaden High notes
Yearbooks will be distributed

May 30. PCSing students who have
purchased a yearbook need to leave
a forwarding address with Ms.
Strobel in Room M204. Registra-
tion for SY 2007-8 is in full swing. 
To allow for adequate teacher staff-
ing for the coming year, all sponsors
of returning students should rereg-
ister them as soon as possible at the
school Monday to Friday from 8-11
a.m. or 1-3 p.m.

School bits
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By Karl Weisel
U.S. Army Garrison Hessen

Public Affairs Office

Best drama, best actress, best direc-
tor, best set — and all for a one-

person show.
A few days after the annual U.S.

Forces Europe Tournament of Plays
Awards Show at Heidelbergʼs Village
Pavilion, U.S. Army Garrison
Wiesbaden entertainment director
Charlie Fontana was still savoring the
moment. “Women on Fire,” the play he
had directed on behalf of his Amelia
Earhart Playhouse, was crowned with
four “Topper” awards — the golden
statues presented to the best of the best
in U.S. Forces Europe theater.

“I was dumbfounded,” said Fontana,
explaining that while the theater has
earned its share of recognition over the
five years heʼs attended the annual
Tournament of Plays evening, he was
more than surprised to hear
his name called repeatedly
to accept the U.S. Forces
Europe equivalent to the
Tony awards at the Toppers
April 21.

“This year my expectations were
met and exceeded,” he said, praising
the “excellent material” he had to work
with in the script and his star actress,
Sharon Blane, who received a Topper
for best actress in a drama.

“When I first auditioned her I real-
ized she could carry the show herself,”
he said, describing Blane as an experi-
enced actress who has performed in
many outstanding past productions.
“She had her first role in a Christmas
pageant at age 6.”

Blane was also a winner at last
yearʼs Tournament of Plays, taking
home a best actress in a comedy Topper
for her portrayal of Lady Bracknell in
the Hanau Five Pfennig Playhouse pro-
duction of “The Importance of Being
Ernest.”

In addition to carrying the show
herself, Blane had the challenge of
depicting 12 different contemporary
American women.

“We had a nine-week rehearsal pe-
riod,” said Fontana, “longer than we
usually do for a show. It was very
intense.”

The Wiesbaden theater also claimed
Toppers for sound and set design. Ardell
Johnson, a veteran of professional and
military community theater, won two
Toppers — a best sound design award
for his work on the comedy, “Fuddy
Mears,” and a best set design trophy for
his contributions to “Women on Fire.”

“He works here regularly,” said
Fontana, praising Johnsonʼs volunteer
contributions to the theater helping out
with sound, lights and on the set. “Heʼs
a very valuable partner, plus a talented

actor.”
The award-winning

Amelia Earhart Playhouse
is looking forward to a full
schedule of activities in the

coming months, including guest ap-
pearances by the Missoula Childrenʼs
Theatre (auditions were held for “The
Jungle Book” May 7) and a production
of the ever-popular play, “Steel Mag-
nolias,” May 31 through June 10.

The U.S. Army Garrison Hessen
theaters in Giessen and Wiesbaden
earned a total of 18 nominations at this
yearʼs Tournament of Plays.

Installation Management Com-
mand-Europe entertainment director
and Toppers master of ceremonies
James Sohre noted that this yearʼs

awards show also marked the
passing of several long-run-
ning Army theaters in Europe
due to ongoing transforma-
tion — Hanauʼs Five Pfennig
Playhouse, Giessenʼs Keller
Theatre and Darmstadtʼs Per-
forming Arts Center. While
the Hanau and Darmstadt the-
aters have already closed,
Giessenʼs continues to enter-
tain its remaining Soldier,
family member and civilian
population with theatrical
fare. A production of the famed
“Fantasticks” will be pre-
sented June 1-2, 8-9 and 15-
16 at 7:30 p.m. at the Keller
Theatre before the theater

draws its curtains closed forever.
USAG Giessen entertainment di-

rector David Turner was recognized
with the James T. Martin Award for
Individual Excellence during this yearʼs
Toppers.

“It was a very emotional moment,”
said Turner, “having spent 20 years
working in entertainment. … It defi-
nitely is hard to say goodbye.”

The Keller Theatre director ex-
plained that this final year marks the
49th season of theater in Giessen. “The

theater started out in the basement of
Miller Hall — hence the name Keller
Theatre.

“I was very grateful that I was able
to work in theater for a good portion of
my working life,” said Turner, who
may retire when the theater closes.
“Getting paid to do something you love
— it doesnʼt get any better than that.”

Both Fontana and Turner praised
the support given by the IMCOM-Eu-
rope entertainment director and regu-
lar recognition of outstanding work at
events such as the Tournament of Plays
and One-Act Play Festival. “I appreci-
ate all the work that Jim Sohre has done
over the years. Heʼs been very support-
ive.”

“I always love that event (the Top-
pers), because Jim does such an excel-
lent job of keeping it all moving,”
added Fontana.

In addition to recognizing volun-
teers for their hard work and achieve-
ments, the IMCOM-Europe theater
awards program provides valuable
training. “Although the awards and
recognition provide good incentives,
the real value of the event is to obtain
the training that the adjudicators pro-
vide with their post-show critiques,”
said Sohre. “The team of roving judges
offers verbal insights and suggestions
on the spot after each entry they at-
tend.” Volunteers are also invited to
attend workshops in everything from
stage lighting to directing at the annual
One-Act Plays Festival.

Wiesbaden drama best in Europe
Amelia Earhart
Playhouse lauded at U.S.
Forces Europe play fest

Photo by Martin Greeson

USAG Wiesbaden entertainment director
Charlie Fontana receives one of several “Top-
pers” awarded to the Amelia Earhart Play-
house in Heidelberg April 21.

Photo courtesy of the Playhouse

Sharon Blane performs in Wies-
baden’s “Women on Fire,” which
earned her best actress honors at
this year’s Tournament of Plays.

Photo by Karl Weisel

‘Foibles and Folly’
Katja Greeson, Airel Reichel, Jessica Edwards, Natalie Harrington and
Katie Foxworth perform in the Wiesbaden High School’s “Foibles and
Folly” April 27. The school’s Drama Club presented the comedy about an
aging apartment building which serves as home to a cast of zany
characters on the verge of being evicted to make way for a new complex.

“It was a very
emotional
moment.”
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By Carole Mann
U.S. Army Garrison Wiesbaden Public Affairs Office

U.S. Army Garrison Wiesbaden community vol-
unteers received recognition for their unselfish ef-
forts, dedication and hard work during a ceremony
April 19.

Volunteers serve in a wide range of organiza-
tions and activities where they inspire and mentor
youths, support deployed Soldiers and their fami-
lies and offer unconditional support to the com-
munity.

“The extent of dedication, commitment and tal-
ents of each volunteer is truly immeasurable,” said
Vicki Sweet, Army Volunteer Corps coordinator.

Wiesbaden community volunteers logged more
than 79,000 hours from April 1, 2006, to March
31, 2007, she said.

Sweet presented an oversized check for
$1,243,074.72 to Lt. Col. Timothy Wulff, garri-
son commander, to signify the value of contribu-
tions volunteers have saved the community.

“You exhibit unwavering support for the Sol-
diers, civilians and family members, and it is for that
reason why you deserve all the gratitude and praise
from the leadership in this garrison,” said Wulff,
who also presented individual awards for outstand-
ing contributions over the past year.

Special awards were presented to Sherri Daven-

port, Denise Wentworth, Diane Gross, Kim Velerde,
Julie Radcliff, Natasha Foster, Sabrina Ruckauf,
Becky Quantock, Clay Mathis, Nancy Ferguson,
Alexa Zenk, Brianna Velarde and Judy Buhlman.

The evening concluded with the presentation of
Youth and Adult Volunteer of the Year Awards.

Laura Kelly, a senior at Wiesbaden High School,
received the Youth Volunteer of the Year Award
with  more than 150 hours of volunteer service  as
Wiesbaden High School Student Council president,
member of the 19th Support Center Family Readi-
ness Group and a volunteer for ACS programs such
as Holiday Assistance, Army Family Action Plan
and the Relocation Program.

Jeff Stone, scoutmaster of Boy Scout Troop 107,
received the Wiesbaden Adult Volunteer of the Year
Award.

Stone had more than 1,000 hours of volunteer
service that included camping trips, assisting youths
on various service projects, accompanying scouts to
Bavaria, Switzerland, Luxembourg and Belgium, as
well as many other activities. More than 80 youths
have benefited from his mentorship.

“Heʼs a really good leader, and I believe that heʼs
the best scoutmaster somebody could get,” said Alex
Leknes, age 12.  Leknes is a patrol leader for Pack
107 and has been a part of Stoneʼs troop for three
years.

Volunteers save more than $1.2 million

Photo by Carole Mann

Jeff Stone demonstrates how to tie a bow line on
a bight to Matthew Demers and Kyle Murray at a
Scout meeting. Stone was named Volunteer of
the Year.
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Firemen carry a wounded “victim”
from living quarters in Hainerberg.
Photo left: An injured youth calls for
help after a car explosion in
Hainerberg Housing. The mock
explosion was part of an exercise
held by U.S. Army Garrison
Wiesbaden and host nation emer-
gency services to test joint readi-
ness in the event of an actual
emergency.

Exercise tests response time
Story and photos by
Cassandra Kardeke

U.S. Army Garrison Wiesbaden
Public Affairs Office

An explosion rocked resi-
dents in Hainerberg Housing
Saturday morning when a sta-
tion wagon blew up after side-
swiping a bus filled with chil-
dren. Screams of help by chil-
dren and adults could be heard
as flames soared into the sky
and smoke billowed from
nearby living quarters.

Fortunately, for all in-
volved, this horrific scene was
only an exercise conducted by
U.S. Army Garrison Wies-
baden officials.

“This was a joint exercise
between garrison units and our
host nation counterparts to test
our response and actions when
an incident such as this oc-
curs,” said Otis Hawes, force
protection officer for U.S.
Army Garrison Wiesbaden.

Initial planning for the ex-

ercise began more than six
months ago and included the
incident in Hainerberg Hous-
ing and another at Mainz
Kastel which was simulated
rather than played out.

“The
r o l e
players
were fo-
cused on
the inci-
dent in
Hainer-
b e r g
which is
where all the visible action was.
What outsiders didnʼt see was
all the behind-the-scenes ac-
tion and response when a sec-
ondary incident occurred
[simulated] at Mainz Kastel,”
Hawes said.

“We try to make the exer-
cise as real as possible and
expect our responders to treat
it as such by going through all
the motions,” said Lee Sulouff,

garrison anti-terrorism officer.
More than 250 people, be-

sides the victim role players,
took part in the exercise which
included Military Police, Ger-
man Polizei, German Red

C r o s s ,
b o t h
Amer i -
can and
German
m e d i a ,
German
a n d
Amer i -
c a n

medical personnel, criminal in-
vestigators and garrison staff.

“I was very pleased with the
timely and accurate reporting
of injuries,” said Dennis
Cullen, garrison casualty as-
sistance manager.

Cullen explained that the
number and treatment of the
injured were reported in real
time as well as how and where
they were transported to vari-

ous German hospitals.
“This really showed how

well we all work together, es-
pecially on the casualty side,
between the first responders,
myself, the patient liaisons and
local hospitals,” he said.

To add to the seemingly
chaotic atmosphere in
Hainerberg, observers from
U.S. Army Garrison Hessen
and U.S. Army Europe re-
mained on the sidelines watch-
ing and taking note of how
things went.

“Although there are always
things that can be done better,
the observers were pretty im-
pressed and even commented
that this was one of the better
exercises they had seen,” said
Lt. Col. Timothy Wulff,
Wiesbaden garrison com-
mander. “Had this been a real
incident we wouldnʼt have done
anything differently.”

“The exercise went well.
The community can feel as-

“Had this been a real
incident we wouldn’t
have done anything

differently.” — Lt. Col.
Timothy Wulff, USAG

Wiesbaden commander

An emergency medical tech-
nician treats a young victim
in a makeshift triage area
during a mass casualty exer-
cise in Hainerberg Housing
April 28.

sured that garrison and local
host nation authorities are
properly prepared to quickly
respond to a real world crisis.
We are ready,” Hawes said.
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News notes

Photo by Cassandra Kardeke

Speaking about motherhood
Suzie Eller (right) speaks to fans during a book signing at the
Hainerberg Book Mark April 24. Eller, along with Julie Barnhill,
authors and motivational speakers featured on the Oprah
show and Focus on the Family, were part of a Hearts at Home
conference at Hainerberg Chapel. Hearts at Home, a nonde-
nominational Christian organization, was founded in 1994
as a small ministry to mothers at home who desire to
become better educated and equipped for motherhood. For
more information on their programs visit the www.hearts-at-
home.org/new website.

New bus schedule
The shuttle bus service now

offers a new route which in-
cludes Aukamm Housing. The
new schedule is posted at all
bus stops and is available on
the bus as well as the garrison
website at www.wiesbaden.
army.mil.

Summer camp
signups

Signups for Child and
Youth Services Summer Camp
and Camp Adventure begin
May 14 at the Central Enroll-
ment Office in Building 7790
in Hainerberg Housing. Ac-
tivities will be available for
part-day preschool, kindergar-
ten, SAS summer camp, YS
summer activities and CYS
sports and fitness camps.

Respite care
available

Parents of a child with spe-
cial needs who are enrolled in
the Exceptional Family Mem-
ber Program may be eligible
for respite care. Contact the
EFMP office at mil 335-5234
or civ (0611) 408-0234 for
more information.

‘Steel Magnolias’
performance

The Amelia Earhart Play-
house presents “Steel Magno-
lias,” a heart-warming Ameri-
can comedy, May 31 to June
10. Tickets are available at the
Playhouse and any Rhein Main
Area USO office. For more in-
formation call mil 336-2473
or civ (0611) 816-2473.

Parent input need
Submit your ideas about

child care needs and issues.
Join the Parent Advisory Coun-
cil for your child development
center. Meetings are held the
second Thursday of the month
at Hainerberg CDC at 3:30
p.m.; Wiesbaden Army Air-
field CDC the third Thursday
of the month at 12:30 p.m. and
at Dexheim CDC the fourth
Thursday of the month at 4:30
p.m. For more information call
mil 335-5292 or civ (0611)
408-0292.

Olympic soccer
program

Parents and youth are
needed to help re-establish the
Youth Soccer Olympic Devel-
opment Program in
Wiesbaden. Youths age 8-18,
coaches and volunteer com-
mittee members are needed.
For more information send
email to odpwiesbaden1
@yahoo.com.

SAT/ACT workshop
Child and Youth Services

hosts an SAT/ACT workshop
May 19 at 5:30 p.m. for all
students wishing to get some
extra help before taking their
tests. The next SAT test is
scheduled for June 9. For more
information call mil 335-5292
or civ (0611) 408-0292.

Sure Start
registration

Applications for the 2007-
08 Sure Start Program are now
being accepted. Sure Start is
similar to the Head Start pro-
gram offered in the United

States and is a full-day pre-
school at Hainerberg Elemen-
tary School. Applications are
available at the school. For
more information call mil 335-
5129 or civ (0611) 408-0129.

Substitute teachers
needed in Dexheim

Dexheim Elementary
School is hiring substitute
teachers for the upcoming
school year. To apply, stop by
the schoolʼs office or call mil
334-5876 or civ (06133) 50
331.

Warrant Officer
formal

The Wiesbaden Warrant
Officer Association hosts a
Warrant Officer Formal May
24 at 6:30 p.m. at the Zur Alten
Portland in Mainz. For more
information and tickets call mil
337-4463/4423 or civ (0611)
705-4463/4423.

Call for vendors
Raise funds for your orga-

nization at this yearʼs Inde-
pendence Day celebration at
Wiesbaden Army Airfield. Pri-
vate organizations must com-
ply with all regulations gov-
erning fundraising activities to
sponsor a booth July 4 from 4-
10 p.m. Requests must be sub-
mitted through the MWR
Events Office to the Financial
Management Division by June
1. For more information, re-
quirements or volunteer op-
portunities call mil 335-5466
or civ (0611) 408-0466.

Case lot sale
Case sales will be held at

the McCully Commissary May
25, Dexheim Commissary May
25-26 and Wiesbaden Com-
missary May 26-27. Stop by
your local commissary to get a
listing of specials being offered.

Youth sponsorship
Teens interested in helping

out new teens, making friends,
traveling, sports and cookouts
should call mil 335-5391 or
civ (0611) 408-0391 to learn
more.

Garrison golf
tourney June 7

U.S. Army Garrison
Wiesbaden hosts its fourth an-
nual golf tournament June 7 at
Rheinblick Golf Course. Cost

is $40 per person and includes
greens fees, rental clubs, carts,
lunch and prizes. Shotgun start
is at 9 a.m. Register soon as
slots are filling up fast. Call
mil 337-6460 or civ (0611)
705-6460. Every player is guar-
anteed a prize.

EMT refresher
The Dexheim Health Clinic

hosts a video teleconference
session for emergency medical
technicians needing to com-
plete their refresher course
through the National Registry.
This is required every two years
to maintain certification. For
more information or to sign up
call mil 334-5603 or civ
(06133) 69-603.

Few Things
Are As Re liable . . .

. . . As High Qua lity
Den tal Care

Ste fan Ger hardt
Prac ti ce for Com pre hen si ve
Fa mi ly and Cos me tic Den ti stry

»Wel co me to Mi cro den ti stry Coun try«

Kirchgasse 58, D 65183 Wiesbaden
Telephone 0611 - 30 36 01
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Kiara Turner, Lily Turner, Brianna Engi and Mina Pecoraro take a seat to feast on cookies
they decorated at the Spring Fest at Wiesbaden Army Airfield April 21.

Story and photos by Cassandra Kardeke
U.S. Army Garrison Wiesbaden Public Affairs Office

Sunny weather and spring fun were enjoyed by many at
Wiesbaden Army Airfieldʼs Spring Fest April 21.

Garrison officials couldnʼt have asked for better weather
as the Wiesbaden community spent a sunny Saturday cel-
ebrating the grand opening of a three-story rock climbing
wall and a half-pipe skate park behind the Wiesbaden Fitness
Center.

“There was a lot of community involvement with the
Spring Fest. MWR (Morale, Welfare and Recreation) pro-
vides the fun and games, but also invites different agencies to
come out and connect with their customers,” said Laura
Waid, event coordinator.

Almost 1,000  children and adults enjoyed the combined
Spring and Kinderfest activities which included games, free
food, horse-drawn carriage rides, face painting, music and
more.

Community involvement highlights fest

Ten-year-old Nathan Cox
looks up as he struggles to
climb the new rock wall at
the Wiesbaden Fitness Cen-
ter during Spring Fest.
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After the game is before the game, as the Casino Wiesbaden offers you table games
rich in excitement and thrill daily from 2:45 pm to at least 3:00 am. Play French
and American roulette, roulite, touch bet roulette, black jack or poker and let the
„Kurhaus Wiesbaden“ become your favourite stadium! Slot area is open daily from
12:00 am to 4:00 am. The usual entry rules apply. Telephone: 0611/536100.
Fax: 0611/536199. info@spielbank-wiesbaden.de. www.spielbank-wiesbaden.de 

Your favourite stadium!
Live daily from 2:45 pm
to at least 3:00 am.

For 1 free entry

to the Casino Wiesbaden

All you need to do is to cut out the

golden casino chip and bring it along!

C A S I N O

G A M E S  &  M O R E

611043_Spielbank Wiesbaden_engl_NEU  14.11.2006  15:06 Uhr  Seite 1
VolVo CARS MilitARy SAleS

Boelckestrasse 38
(near Mainz-Kastel US Storage Station)
Tel: 06134-258722 and 06134-284938
militarysales@autohaus-haese.de

Please stoP by our office or call to arrange your test drive.

WhiCh one Would you ChooSe!WhiCh one Would you ChooSe!
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By Ignacio “Iggy”
Rubalcava

U.S. Army Garrison Baumholder
Public Affairs Office

If your musical taste in-
cludes the head-banging
sounds of Metallica and AC/
DC, the classic rock of the Roll-
ing Stones or the soothing, tran-
quil sounds of Crosby, Stills,
Nash and Young, the city of
Baumholder can provide just
that during the 2007
Rheinland-Pfalz State Fair
June 29 through July 2 in
Baumholder.

Although the fair is a venue
for the state of the Rheinland-
Pfalz to highlight its cultural,
industrial and business prow-
ess, it is also three days of
music, entertainment, fun and
culinary indulgence.

The entertainment centers
around four stages located near
the lake downtown. Each stage
is sponsored by a different ra-
dio and television station. Par-
ticipating radio and television
stations include SWR, RPR1,
Rockland Radio and Big FM.

In addition to the entertain-
ment by the four mainstream
radio stations, a regional stage
will feature the talent of local
entertainers during the three-
day celebration. Located in the
city hall parking lot next to the
lake, the regional stage will
feature more than 40 different
acts during the three-day fair.
The regional stage will pro-

vide an excellent opportunity
for spectators to sample the
local musical and entertain-
ment culture from traditional
“oom-pah” bands to perfor-
mances by the local Fasching
guard and more.

American Forces Network
radio will also be on hand,

working jointly with the Ger-
man military radio. Together
they will keep the crowds en-
tertained and informed of on-
going activities. AFN and the
military will center its displays
and entertainment at the rail-
head, known as Quartermaster
Kaserne, where U.S. Army, Air

Force and German army and
air force units will have nu-
merous displays and activities
on all three days.

The four radio stations will
mix live performances with
continuous musical entertain-
ment. Highlighting the SWR1
stage June 30 will be the
Weather Girls (Itʼs Raining
Men) and Lou Bega (Mabo
Number Five). The Weather
Girls take the stage at 9:30
p.m. and Lou Bega follows at
10:30 p.m.

SWR1 will also be conduct-
ing live broadcasts on June 28
beginning at 6:45 p.m., one
day before the official opening,
and also on June 29 at 8:15 p.m.

The popular German group,
Boppin B., will headline the
RPR1 stage June 30 starting at
6:30 p.m. The group is know
for their extensive repertoire
of ʻ50s rock ʼnʼ roll tunes.

Rheinland-Pfalz Minister
President, Kurt Beck, will join
RPR1 Radio at 6 p.m. June 29
for a live radio broadcast that
will help kick off the festivi-
ties.

Also on the RPR1 stage on

opening day will be German
bands like Undercover,
Menchenskinder, Nevio and
US5.

Rockland Radio will be
cranking out live rockʼnʼroll
on all three days. Acoustical
Jam, a Kaiserslautern-based
band, will kick off Rockland
Radioʼs musical offering at 5
p.m. June 29. The band fea-
tures cover music from the
Eagles, Eric Clapton, Pink
Floyd and Crosby, Stills, Nash
and Young. They will be fol-
lowed at 9:30 p.m. by the
Revengers, whose repertoire
includes cover music from the
Rolling Stones to Deep Purple.
On June 30 Rockland Radio
will feature cover bands play-
ing the music of U2, Queen,
Van Halen, Aerosmith, AC/
DC and others.

No fair would be complete
without food or drink and the
Rheinland-Pfalz Days is no ex-
ception. A massive food court
will be set up on the open grass
area on the west side of the
lake. The food court will have
a variety of culinary delights
from throughout the
Rheinland-Pfalz.

The popular German group, Boppin B., will headline the RPR1 stage June 30. The group is known for ‘50s rock ’n’ roll.

The Weather Girls, famous for their hit “It’s Raining Men,” will perform at the SWR1 venue
June 30.

Top acts headline Rheinland-Pfalz Days
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By Ignacio “Iggy” Rubalcava
U.S. Army Garrison Baumholder

Public Affairs Office

The laid-back, “Sleepy Hollow” am-
bience of Baumholder will receive a
shot of adrenaline June 29 through July
1 as people from all corners of the
Rheinland-Pfalz and beyond make their
way to Baumholder for the annual
Rheinland-Pfalz Tagen.

Rheinland-Pfalz Tagen, or
Rheinland-Pfalz Days, is the annual
state fair for the Rheinland-Pfalz.

With an expected attendance of more
than 100,000 over the three days, Ger-
man and American residents of
Baumholder can expect numerous de-
lays, detours and closures. Life just will
not be the same for three days.

As an example, the main gate to
Smith Barracks will close for vehicle
traffic at noon June 29 and will remain
closed until 6 p.m. July 1. The gate will,
however, remain open 24-hours for
pedestrian traffic.

Because one of the routes into
Baumholder passes by Wetzel Housing,
residents will feel the affect of the in-
creased traffic flow. Wetzel residents who
need to enter Smith Barracks on any of
the three days, which is highly discour-
aged, will have to use the Chicago Gate.

Getting to the Chicago Gate will be the
challenge. Wetzel residents will have to
make their way to L348 (the road leading
into Baumholder from Freisen), turn right
on L348 in the direction of Idar-Oberstein
and continue on past Reichenbach. After
going under the underpass past
Reichenbach there will be signs directing
motorists to turn right and drive into
the training area. Once in the train-
ing area they will be directed to turn
right just before reaching the airfield
and continue up the hill until reach-
ing the Chicago Gate.

The Chicago Gate will remain open
24 hours a day throughout the fair. Of
course, motorists will have to contend
with the hundreds of other drivers try-
ing to make their way around
Baumholder during that time.

Iron Man Crossing Gate will also be
open but at some point, most likely
from noon to 6 p.m. July 1 while the
parade is in progress, may not be acces-
sible for inbound traffic. Consequently,
traffic exiting Smith Barracks via Iron
Man Grossing Gate will also come to a
standstill while the parade is in progress.

Because driving conditions will be-
come a real challenge over these three
days, U.S. Army Garrison Baumholder
officials recommend residents do all

their necessary Base Exchange and
Commissary shopping, or any other
shopping for that matter, early and
avoid driving during the fair.

During the closing parade July 1
from about noon to 6 p.m., all traffic
will come to a standstill for about six
hours or until the parade has ended.

One area community members
should avoid on all three days is the
corner of Kennedyallee and
Aulenbacher Strasse. Thatʼs the inter-
section near the main gate where the
stoplight is located. Most buses will
turn around at the triangle area next to
the stoplight throughout the three days
as they drop off and pick up visitors
who have parked their vehicles outside
of town.

The Baumholder Health Clinic com-
pound will also experience congestion
because it will also be used as a turning
point for buses as they transport their
passengers back and forth.

The parade, which begins at noon
July 1, will make one enormous loop
around Baumholder. It will begin near
the railhead and proceed up on
Aulenbacher Strasse and make a right
on Kennedyallee.

It will go the entire length of
Kennedyallee and continue on

Hauptstrasse and then a short distance
on Kuseler Strasse before veering to the
left on Mambächler Strasse.

Finally, the parade will turn right
on Ringstrasse and loop all around the
south end of town, passing the Rech
hardware store, the old tennis hall and
McDonalds. It will continue on
Ringstrasse through the stoplight at
Berschweiler Strasse and finish up at
the rail head, where, if all goes well, the
last float in the parade will be entering
Aulenbacher Strasse and proceeding
up to Kennedyallee as the first float
finishes the parade route. The potential
for this parade to literally “eat its own
tail” is there, remarked a USAG
Baumholder member at one of the first
coordination meetings for Rheinland-
Pfalz Days.

The bottom line is that there will be
inconveniences as can be expected when
100,000 people congregate in an area
with only 4,800 residents.

USAG Baumholder members tasked
with coordinating the American in-
volvement during Rheinland-Pfalz
Days are passing this advice to commu-
nity members: “Be where you want to
be and do what you need to do before
June 29, otherwise expect inconve-
niences or delays in getting around
Baumholder June 29 through July 1.

Delays, detours, closures: a fact of life
Photo by Ignacio “Iggy” Rubalcava

Kennedyallee and Hauptstrasse will become a hub of activity June 29 through July 1 as Baumholder hosts this year’s Rheinland-Pfalz Days.
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May is Foster Care Awareness Month

By Robert Szostek
Customs Publica Affairs Office

A home-based business can
be many things. You may sell
baskets, kitchen storage con-
tainers or pots and pans. Maybe
a fingernail studio or trading
items on Internet auction sites
is what you like best. Whatever
your trade, you have to follow
the home-based business rules.

The main thing to remem-
ber is that you cannot use your
U.S. forces registered vehicle,
the APO, the PX/BX, commis-
sary or the tax relief program
for your business.

U.S. forces-plated vehicles

Baumholder Army Com-
munity Service offers a vari-
ety of classes to help family
members. Call ACS at mil
485-8188 or civ (06783) 6-
8188. Classes are held at the
dispensary.

May 11, Infant Play
Group, 9-10 a.m., Parent and
Tot Play Group, 10-11:30 a.m.
Iron Kids Playroom, Build-
ing 8222, Smith Barracks.

May 11, Anger-Free Liv-
ing, 9-11 a.m.

May 10, Sponsorship
Training, 2-3:30 p.m.

May 15, Breastfeeding
Education and Support,
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.,
Iron Kids Playroom, Build-
ing 8222, Smith Barracks.

May 17, Resume and
cover letter workshop, 11
a.m. to 1 p.m.

May 17, Exceptional Fam-
ily Member Program Diabe-
tes Care class, 4:30 p.m.

May 21, Smooth Moves
for PCS, 4-5 p.m.

May 22, 23, Army Fam-
ily Team Building II, 8 a.m.
to 2 p.m.

May 23, Financially Plan
Your Move, 9-11 a.m

May 24, Resumix and
Employment Orientation, 11
a.m. to 1 p.m.

May 28, ACS is closed
for Memorial Day

May 29, Dress for Suc-
cess, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

May 30 to June 1, Letʼs
Rock  class, 8:30 a.m. to 3
p.m.

ACS classes

Customs tips for your home-based business
are for your personal use only.
Using one as part of a business
is illegal. “An example would
be if you used your USAREUR-
plated van to deliver goods to
customers or pick items up from
suppliers,” said David Kuik,
acting chief of services,
USAREUR Customs Executive
Agency. Register your busi-
ness vehicle in the German
system, he advised.

Packages you send or re-
ceive for your business must go
through an express shipping
company or the German postal
service. The APO system is a
privilege for your personal use

only. Using it to send or re-
ceive business wares is not al-
lowed.

You must declare any goods
intended for resale to German
Customs when you bring them
into the country. Goods sold in
the post or base exchange,
AAFES catalog and commis-
sary are tax-free, so you cannot
buy anything there for your
business either. Using a Value
Added Tax form to support
your business is off limits too.

“Military regulations say
that when people perform ser-
vices or sell goods on a fre-
quent and recurring basis, they

are operating a home-based
business,” Kuik stated. He
added that you are not running
a business if you sell only per-
sonal items infrequently.

Members of the Baum-
holder community interested
in operating a home-based
business must be registered
with the Baumholder Direc-
torate of Human Resources and
approved by the garrison com-
mander. Information can be
obtained at the DHR in Build-
ing 8681 behind the U.S. Army
Garrison Baumholder head-
quarters. Or call mil 485-6080/
7255.

By Julie Tollnichi
Emergency placement care

provider

Army Community Service
seeks loving families willing
to provide temporary child care
to children of military families
in emergency situations. You
can make a difference in your
community by becoming an
Emergency Placement Care
provider.

Emergency Placement Care
is a voluntary or court-man-
dated service providing 24-
hour care in an Emergency
Placement family home for eli-
gible children who cannot be

cared for by their natural fam-
ily or legal guardian.

Placements are short-term,
usually a couple of days, until
extended family or a designee
can be reached or the natural
parents/guardian can reassume
care of their child or children.
There is no possibility of adop-
tion through the EPC program.
The program operates under
the belief that the family pro-
vides the most powerful and
appropriate setting for raising
children.

Due to the recent rotation
of Army personnel in the
Baumholder military commu-

nity, many EPC providers were
lost. There is a great need for
families willing to become cer-
tified EPC providers. In order
to become an EPC provider
you must be at least 21 years
old, provide good character ref-
erences, pass a health and back-
ground screening and complete
the necessary training. Family
Child Care providers are ideal
candidates because they have
already completed the required
training and home study com-
ponents. In other words, a cer-
tified provider has the mini-
mal requirements to become a
certified EPC.

Furthermore, for working
families, CYS can provide care
for EPC children during cen-
ter operating hours, 7:30 a.m.
to 5:30 p.m.

People interested in becom-
ing an EPC provider may con-
tact ACS for an EPC provider
orientation. Those interested
are also invited to the Emer-
gency Placement Care Infor-
mation Day at the Baumholder
Community Mail Room May
23.

The Emergency Placement
Care Coordinator can be con-
tacted at mil 485-8188/6604
or civ (06783) 6-8188/6604.

Host nation events
May 11-21, fun fair at

Kaiserslautern
May 12, herb market at

Baumholder, Place de Warcq
May 13, flea market at Idar-

Oberstein,Vollmersbachstrasse
May 17-20, Hot air balloon

meeting at Bostalsee
May 17, Castle fest at the

Frauenberg castle
May 19-20, 80th anniver-

sary volunteer fire department,
Berglangenbach

May 19-20, Medieval castle
fest, Oberstein castle

May 20, International mu-
seum day, Baumholder

May 24, Pfingst market at
St. Wendel

June 1-3, Jazz Days at Idar
June 2, 20th NATO Music

Festival, Kaiserslautern

 Families of military mem-
bers may be granted access to
sterile concourse areas to es-

cort the military passenger to
the gate or to meet a military
passengerʼs inbound arrival at

When saying goodbye at a flight

Families can now stay together longer
the gate.

The family member can go
to the airline that the military
member is flying on and re-
ceive a pass to go to the gate.
They will be required to have a

pass and a photo ID.  This is an
opportunity for families to stay
with the departing military
member longer before they
depart, or to greet them upon
their arrival.
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Youth events
May 12, Asian Pacific Heri-

tage Month dinner, free, 6-11
p.m., Smith Teen Center.

May 19, Warcraft Tourna-
ment 2, 5-11 p.m., Smith Teen
Center, cost is $3.

May 26, NFL Madden ʼ07
Tournament 2, 1-7 p.m., Smith
Teen Center, cost is $5.

Teen center moves
The Smith Teen Center will

relocate in June to Building
8875 in Wetzel Housing. Con-
tact the Child and Youth Ser-
vices administrative office at
mil 485-7003 or civ (06783) 6-
7003 for more information.
There will be a contest to name
the new building. The winner
will receive a free trip to a
theme park this summer.

Children’s theater
The Missoula Childrenʼs

Theatre group and SKIES Un-
limited will present “The
Jungle Book,” with local chil-
dren as the stars May 21-26.
Auditions will be on May 21
and rehearsals will be all week
with two performances May
26.  For information call the
SKIES Unlimited office at mil
485-7276.

School-Age Services
Summer Camp

Summer is just around the
corner and it is time to sign up
your children for summer pro-
grams. Wetzel School-Age
Services offers Summer Camp
for children who have com-
pleted first grade through sixth
grade. The camp program runs
June 18 through Aug. 17. Sum-
mer Camp 2007 registration is
now open and ends May 15  (at
close of business)  for youths
enrolled in the SAS program.
On May 16 camp  registration

will open to all eligible indi-
viduals on the installation. The
program includes swimming,
field trips, outdoor adventure
programs, sports and fitness
activities and more. For more
information call Wetzel SAS
at mil 485-7475 or civ  (06783)
6-7475.

Aquatics Academy
training schedule

May 13, Classes in PDT,
AED, oxygen administration,
pool manager, professional
CPR, professional CPR chal-

lenge, and guard start. Cost is
$50 per student.

May 14-18, Water Safety
Training Instructor Course in-
cluding registration and re-
testing for WSI course and
FIT class. Cost is $250. Class
begins at 9 a.m. each morn-
ing.

Jazz marathon
Anyone who loves to dance

should join the instructor for
this four-and-a-half-hour
event. You will learn a dance
routine. A marathon is sched-

Photo by Kelsy Hustead

Giving the gift of life
Baumholder community member Angela Alvarez donates blood during the Baumholder
Health and Wellness Fair April 24. Hospital Corpsman 2 Brian King, Landstuhl Regional
Medical Center, handles the blood drawing procedure.

Community briefs

uled to be held June 2 from
noon to 4:30 p.m. The cost is
$25 and is due at the time of
reservation. To reserve your
spot call civ (06783) 6-6156.

Rolling Hills Athletic
Club, pool

The Rolling Hills Athletic
Club is located in upper Wetzel
and includes an indoor pool
and fitness center. The hours
of operation are noon to 8 p.m.
Monday through Friday and
noon to 5 p.m. on Saturday,
Sunday and holidays. There

are daily, monthly and quar-
terly membership rates avail-
able for individuals or fami-
lies. Call the RHAC for infor-
mation on pricing at civ
(06783) 6-6156.

Family swim night
Family swim night is of-

fered every Friday from 5-8
p.m. The cost is $1 per person.

Lifeguards needed
The Rolling Hills Athletic

Club pool is in need of life-
guards. Contact Warren
Latham at civ (06783) 6-6156
or 6575.

Water aerobics
Water aerobics classes are

offered at the RHAC and are free
in  May. Classes are Tuesday
and Thursday from 7-7:45 p.m.

Adult swim lessons
Adult swim lessons are of-

fered Monday and Wednesday
from 7-8 p.m. The cost is $60
for six classes. The last class is
May 23.

Pool party rental
The pool and the party room

can be rented for up to 25
guests. Rent includes three
hours use, party room, tables
and chairs for $75. The room is
available on the weekends from
1-4 p.m.

Wellness massage
Relax with a massage by a

certified masseuse at the Roll-
ing Hills Athletic Club. Sports,
wellness and fitness massages
are now available. Choose from
Swedish, deep tissue, hot stone
therapy, combination, specific,
reflexology and couples mas-
sage. A 60-minute session costs
$40 per person. Call to sched-
ule your appointment at mil
485-6156.
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By Dennis Johnson
U.S. Army Garrison Hessen

Public Affairs Office

Living in Germany doesnʼt have to
keep you from your dream of learning
to fly. At one time there were many
American military flying clubs in Eu-
rope, including in Hanau, but today the
last remaining one is the Coleman
AeroClub based on the airfield at
Coleman Barracks in Mannheim. It has
been providing flight training and a
social network for pilots since 1972.

“All of Europe is open to see from
the air,” said Craig Walmsley, a club
member and flight instructor. “Itʼs fun
to go to these places on weekends; there
are no traffic jams in the air. Iʼve been
as far away as Ireland, Austria and
Croatia in club planes.”

Coleman AeroClub is the only
American flying club in Germany where
Americans can receive their primary
training. Coleman provides the least
expensive flight training for members
of the U.S. armed forces, Department of
Defense civilians, NATO and their fam-
ily members.

German flight schools are so much
more expensive that many Americans
living in Europe fly back to the United
States for a vacation in order to learn to
fly. You may be able to get your pilotʼs
license over a vacation trip if youʼve
studied and passed the FAA written
exam and have perfect weather to fly
every day.

Otherwise, join the Coleman Aero
Club and learn to take off right here in
Germany with American instructor pi-
lots. Students will have to return to the
U.S. to take the practical (flight) test
with a Federal Aviation Administra-
tion flight examiner to earn their pri-
vate pilot certificate as there are no

examiners in Europe.

The club
Flying clubs are a way for people to

join together to own and fly an airplane.
Few people have the money it takes to
maintain their own aircraft or fly it
enough to make financial sense. Rent-
ing planes from flight schools is one
way to go, but with a club you have a say
in the maintenance and operation of
“your” plane. Youʼre more likely to
have the aircraft available in a club
rather than finding all of a flight schoolʼs
aircraft booked on a nice day. A club is
also a great way to meet people and
have fun with others who share your
interests and here in Germany, your
language.

 “We have about 60 to 70 members,
some who are more active than others,”
said Walmsley. “Some are TDY or have
been deployed.”

Ten percent of the club members are
allowed to be non-ID cardholders so
youʼre still likely to meet a few Ger-
mans at the club.

All Coleman AeroClub members are
required to contribute 16 hours of vol-
unteer work for the club each year.

“A club is a club; it doesnʼt get by
without volunteers. It isnʼt a business,”
said Walmsley.

Fly across Europe
Members can fly at Coleman Bar-

racks almost anytime from 7 a.m. to 11
p.m. every day and they can take the
planes away on trips. Outside of those
hours the airport is closed for landings
so the planes wonʼt disturb their Ger-
man neighbors.

Lessons
Instructors who are club members

are available every day after 2 p.m. and
all day on weekends and holidays.

The club offers a two-seat Cessna

152 and two four-seat Cessna 172s that
members can rent and use for flight
instruction. These aircraft are the most
popular, and most reliable, training
and sport aircraft ever built.

The club also has a flight simulator
which can be used to log hours toward
your pilotʼs rating.

The club is accustomed to dealing
with the unpredictable schedule of the
military, so lessons can be arranged to
fit your schedule. Students will be
matched with an instructor according
to their schedules and goals, but it is
always important that a student pilot
and his instructor get along well. If not,
thereʼs no problem trying another in-
structor. It happens all the time and itʼs
always a good idea to fly with other
instructors for a fresh pair of eyes on
your learning progress.

After earning your private pilot rat-
ing, instructors are available to train
you for your instrument rating too.

Give it a try
The club offers an introductory flight

lesson that will give you hands-on ex-
perience at the controls of an aircraft to
see if sport flying is something you
want to pursue. The cost will depend on
the aircraft you fly and the length of the
flight. The club also offers gift certifi-
cates for one and two hour orientation/
sightseeing flights so you can introduce
a friend to the thrill of flight.

Costs
Regular membership for U.S. ID

cardholders includes an initiation fee
of $75, monthly dues of $35, a $10
monthly radio watch fee and a refund-
able deposit of $100. Aircraft rental
costs are $65/hour for the Cessna 152
and $80-90/hour for the two Cessna
172s. Prices include fuel.

Visit the club website at
www.colemanaeroclub-online.org or
call mil 382-4103 or civ (0621) 779-
4103 between 2-6 p.m. Monday to Fri-
day, or on weekends, for information.

Become a pilot
For information on what it takes to

become a pilot you may want to visit the
Federal Aviation Administration
website at www.faa.gov/pilots/become.
This page provides detailed informa-
tion on becoming a pilot, medical re-
quirements, types of certificates, train-
ing and tests.

The government has made it even
easier to become a pilot recently with a
new class of aircraft and pilot certifi-
cate called the Light Sport Aircraft
(rating). It has more restrictions than a
private pilot license but can get you into
the air quicker and with less expense.

Coleman AeroClub: Americans
take off into the wild blue yonder

By Susan Huseman
U.S. Army Garrison Hessen

Public Affairs Office

Staff Sgt. Erin Chambers was a Girl
Scout for 13 years. Throughout her Scout-
ing years, adult volunteers taught that it
was important for her to do what she could
to change the world. “You may only change
your small piece of it, but at least you have
left it better than you found it,” said Cham-
bers.

So when Chambers saw a need that
wasnʼt getting filled, she did what any
Scout taught to value the importance of
personal responsibility would do. She vol-
unteered to lead a troop.

“It started because there wasnʼt a troop
to support dual military parents or fami-
lies with both parents who worked,” said
Chambers, a staff sergeant with Head-
quarters and Headquarters Battery, 5th

Girl Scout volunteers reap personal rewards
Battalion, 7th Air Defense Artillery.

“My daughter was originally in a troop
that met after school … but when I saw the
number of Soldiers who wanted to have
their daughters in Brownies I wanted to
make sure that those girls had the oppor-
tunity,” she said.

Working parents can find it hard to
make sure their daughters can get to troop
meetings and activities, she said. Her troop,
Brownie Troop 413, has five girls. “Origi-
nally we met during family time on Thurs-
day,” she said. “When the family time
policy changed we moved our troop meet-
ings to Sunday afternoon.”

Chambers found she created an oppor-
tunity not just for other families, but for
herself and her daughter, Shay. As her
troop leader, “I know that if for no other
time that week, those two hours while we
are setting up and having the meeting are
always going to be our special time to
spend together,” she said.

Adult volunteers crucial to
program

Without adult volunteers U.S. Army
Garrison Hessen Girl Scout programs
couldnʼt happen. Most adults get involved
in Scouting because they believe in the
values it promotes.

Erica Wilson, of Dexheim said she
wanted her daughter, Elena, to participate
in positive, character building activities,
so she enrolled her in Daisies last year.

This year she was ready for Brownies,

but Dexheim hadnʼt had a Brownie troop
in years. “They needed more volunteers so
I decided to do it. I wanted my daughter in
Girl Scouts; it was out of necessity.”

Wilson volunteers as one of the Brownie
leaders for Dexheim Troop 234, a com-
bined troop of Daisies, Brownies and Jun-
iors covering kindergarten through sixth-
grade.

The experience has been very reward-
ing. Wilson said she knows working with
children is not for everyone, but for her,
“It feels good to know Iʼm making a
difference in childrenʼs lives.”

Another payoff is more family time.
“Girl Scouts gives families the opportu-
nity to get out and see and do things in
Germany they might not normally do,”
she said.

“Instead of playing video games, the
girls are getting out; theyʼre planting trees,
donating books. They are starting to get a
sense of community as well. Itʼs important
that they learn there is more out there than
just themselves,” Wilson said.

Volunteering empowers
Wilson herself has taken this lesson to

heart. Her experience as a Girl Scout
volunteer has inspired her to volunteer in
other areas. “Iʼd never volunteered before.
It has given me a sense of empowerment
that I can make a small difference, so it led
me to do more. At school Iʼm on the
School Advisory Committee and in the
PTSA, and Iʼm an FRG leader.”

as much out of it as they can. The more
Iʼm involved in it, the more excited they
are about it,” she said.

Linda Holland, a troop leader for Bad
Nauheimʼs Brownie Troop 300, comes
from a Girl Scouting family. “My grand-
mother and mother were Girl Scouts. I
wear my momʼs pin and my daughter,
Vivian, wears my Brownie pin,” she said.

When she was a teenager her
paticipation in Scouting was put on hold
because of a shortage of volunteers. “My
Cadette leader had breast cancer and had
to quit. No one else was interested in
getting involved; Girl Scouting died out
in my town.”

Scouting worth supporting
Holland is happy to assist in the pro-

gram. “I feel Girl Scouts is an organiza-
tion with goals — helping our girls de-
velop socially, mentally and emotionally
— worth supporting,” she said.

“The intrinsic value of feeling like I
have made a difference in the girlsʼ lives
— that it has been a positive experience
for them and that they will continue to
grow using things I have taught them —
it gives me a good feeling,” said Holland.

Her involvement as an adult volunteer
pays off in many ways. “Thereʼs so much
I get from these girls. They love me un-
conditionally,” she said. “They look up to
me. It makes me a better person. I have 16
pairs of eyes looking at me; if I mess up
what are they going to think?”

Editorʼs note: This is the last in a three-
part series on Girl Scout troops in the
U.S. Army Garrison Hessen.

Scouting leaders,
volunteers are
altruistic group
trying to improve
lives of girls

Photo by Karl Weisel

Photo by Susan Huseman

Linda Holland, troop leader for Brownie Troop 300 in Bad
Nauheim, helps a Scout add her name to a “promise chain” at

the Giessen and Friedberg Girl Scouts’ Thinking Day Feb. 25. at
Butzbach Elementary School. The chain symbolizes the unifica-
tion of girls across the globe through the Girl Scouting program,

said Sandy Loader, event coordinator and troop leader for
Butzbach Junior Troop 152. Photo right: Hanau Community

Brownie Troop 413 leader Erin Chambers talks with Brownies
Hannah Caron (from right), 8, Sibel Key, 9, and Shay Chambers,
7, before the Women's History Forum at the Community Activity

Center on Fliegerhorst Kaserne March 27.

Provides growth
She has also developed new insights to

her daughter. “Our relationship has abso-
lutely grown since we started doing more
activities together,” said Wilson. “Iʼm
learning that sheʼs much more respon-
sible and caring than I knew.”

Baumholderʼs Michelle Briggs has
three reasons for getting involved as a
troop helper for Cadette Troop 77 and
Brownie Troop 505: her 12, 9 and 8-year-
old daughters. “I like being able to spend
time with my girls. I like helping the other
girls as well.”

Briggs is the mother of seven children
ranging from 1 to 12 years old. She also
home schools her school-age children. So
where does she find the time to volunteer?
“I make time. My children are my prior-
ity,” she said.

This year Briggs was a cookie mom. “I
was a cookie mom for the Brownie Troop,”
said Briggs. “It was my first time. It was
very interesting.”

“I live a ways out from Baumholder
and I wasnʼt sure if I could do it. But
without a cookie mom the troop wouldnʼt
earn any money,” Briggs said. As part of
her duties as cookie mom she got the
Brownies to the booth at the assigned
time, accounted for the money and the
cookies.

Briggs says her involvement in the
program strengthens her daughtersʼ in-
terest in Scouting. “I want my kids to get
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By Alexandra Williams
U.S. Army Garrison Giessen Public Affairs Office

A free vaccination called PneumoVax is
available at the Butzbach and Friedberg Health
Clinics for U.S. Army Garrison Giessen com-
munity members age 65 and older.

The so-called PPV shot offers protection
against pneumococcal disease.

“We highly recommend seniors get the
vaccination because the pneumococcal dis-
ease, which is a bacterial infection, can cause
pneumonia and they are naturally at higher
risk to get it,” said Maj. Kathi Hill, commu-
nity health nurse at the Butzbach Health
Clinic.

Current vaccination numbers, however,
indicate that only a few retirees have taken
advantage of the shot, according to Charles
Ward, public affairs officer for the U.S. Army
Medical Department Activity, Heidelberg.

“The disease can be deadly for older people
and those with a weak immune system. The
vaccination helps build up the immune sys-
tem. It does not completely prevent them from
getting bronchitis or pneumonia, but it makes it
milder,” Hill said.

There are no side effects to fear. “Itʼs a safe shot
and it doesnʼt make you sick. Thereʼs a small swell-
ing on oneʼs upper arm but thatʼs gone after a couple

of days. Some may get a fever but only for a short
time,” she said.

Immunity is built up in about two to three weeks
after which the vaccine can protect a person for life.
“In some cases a booster after five years may be

Free pneumococcal vaccination available for seniors
needed,” Hill said.

It could be that a person received the
vaccination 20 years ago, and is now in the
targeted age group, she said. However, those
who are not sure are advised to contact their
primary care provider or local health clinic.

While in most military health clinics in
Germany an appointment is not needed for a
vaccine, Hill advised patients of the Butzbach
and Giessen Health Clinics to schedule their
PPV shot.

“Most of our staff are also spouses, and
they are preparing for their PCS move. Thatʼs
why we recommend arranging for the PPV
shot,” she said.

It is recommended to call for an appoint-
ment as soon as possible since the Friedberg
Health Clinic is scheduled to close June 29
and the Butzbach clinic will close July 27.
However, after these dates seniors may go to
the Hanau Health Clinic, Hill said.

The Friedberg Health Clinic is open Mon-
day to Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. except

for Thursday morning. For appointments call civ
(06031) 81-3467 or 81-3204. The Butzbach Health
Clinic hours are Monday to Friday from 8 a.m. to 3
p.m. except for Thursday morning. Call for an
appointment at civ (06033) 9821-4040/4050.

Photo by Charles Ward

Lt. Col. Paul Kennedy, chief of preventive medicine at the
Heidelberg Hospital, vaccinates a retiree during a Retiree Appre-
ciation Day. Senior community members of USAG Giessen are
encouraged to get their free PPV shot.

By Alexandra Williams
U.S. Army Garrison Giessen

Public Affairs Office

A temporary Vehicle Pro-
cessing Center is now open
through July 15 at Ray Bar-
racks in Friedberg.

Located in Building 3724,
the VPC is intended to help
Giessen and Friedberg Soldiers
ship their privately owned ve-
hicles and is open Monday to
Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

“We opened the center so
the Soldiers from Giessen and
Friedberg do not have to go all
the way to Mainz to ship their
vehicle,” said Anna Capo-
longo, contracting officerʼs
representative in Friedberg.

Appointments are neces-
sary.

“Last minute shipments, or
walk-ins, will be taken with-
out an appointment, of course,”
Capolongo added. “These are
those cases where a Soldier
received last-minute orders.
Nobody will be sent away, but
we really urge everyone to call
the contractor and schedule an
appointment.”

Along with the POV, a copy
of the vehicle registration, four
copies of the ID card and six
copies of orders are needed.

The same cleaning and
safety standards as at the Mainz
VPC apply.

“The car must not have
more than a quarter tank of
fuel; there will be no excep-
tions,” she said.

“The POV must have both
the EPA (Environmental Pro-
tection Agency) and DOT (De-
partment of Transportation)
sticker affixed,” Capolongo
said.

If the EPA sticker is
missing you can con-
tact the VPC for in-
formation on how to
obtain an EPA Compliance
Letter request. If the DOT
sticker is missing you have the
option of giving them one of
three documents proving the
car is in compliance with the
U.S. DOT safety standards, she
said.

Those documents are a
manufacturerʼs letter (on the
manufacturerʼs letterhead —
not the car dealerʼs) stating the
vehicle was originally manu-
factured to comply with the
DOT standards; the official
vehicle registration document
from a state department of
motor vehicles showing that

Friedberg Vehicle Processing Center open
the vehicle was once registered
for on-road use in the United
States; or a vehicle identifica-
tion number report (from a
commercial VIN-checking ser-
vice such as CARFAX) as evi-
dence that the car once was
registered for on-road use in
the United States.

Customers are required to
clean the carʼs exterior, the
engine compartment as well as

the radiator. The windshield
wiper housing area, door

jams, storage compart-
ments and seat rails
should be checked,

too. All areas must be
free of dirt, leaves, grass

and bugs. The entire interior of
the POV, including under and
between the seats, storage com-
partments and trunk area
should be cleaned and vacu-
umed. Vehicles with oil or
transmission leaks will not be
accepted.

People with a unique prob-
lem or any questions can con-
tact the Vehicle Processing
Center contractor at mil 324-
2812/13/15, civ (06031) 81-
2812/13/15 or contract
Capolongo at mil 324-2817/
2818, civ (06031) 81-2817/18.

Photo by Alexandra Williams

Volunteers recognized
Mrs. Europe, Wendy Sledd, speaks at the final U.S. Army
Garrison Giessen Volunteer Recognition Ceremony April
24 at Giessen’s Alpine Catering Center. This year more than
700 volunteers received awards for their time dedicated to
USAG Giessen. “Without our volunteers many things would
have not been possible,” said Jammie Hawkins, USAG
Giessen director of Morale, Welfare and Recreation. “The
services of a volunteer have no price,” Sledd said. “They all
work together to make a difference.”
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By Alexandra Williams
U.S. Army Garrison Giessen Public Affairs Office

When the 1st Brigade Combat Team cased its
colors April 20 at Friedbergʼs Ray Barracks, it
marked the end of a more than 60-year relationship.

Soldiers of the 2nd Battalion, 3rd Field Artillery
Regiment; 16th Engineer Battalion; 1st and 2nd Battal-
ions, 37th Armor Regiment; 1st Battalion, 36th Infan-
try Regiment; 501st Forward Support Battalion; and F-
Troop, Company A, 141st Signal Battalion, stood in
formation as the Ready First colors were cased, signi-
fying the brigadeʼs inactivation.

While the colors are being forwarded to the
National Archive in Washington, D.C., and will
remain there until the brigade uncases them in
September 2008 in Fort Bliss, Texas, the Ready First
Soldiers are transferring to new units in Europe and
the United States.

“From action in Italy during World War II to
Desert Storm to your most recent tour in support of
Operation Iraqi Freedom, you have done what the
Army does best and that is to prepare for battle and
win our nationʼs war,” said Maj. Gen. Fred Robinson,
1st Armored Division commander, during the inac-
tivation ceremony.

The Ready First Brigade conducted numerous
peacekeeping operations, provided Soldiers with the
first ever partnership for peace exercises in Poland
and deployed Soldiers to Macedonia, Bosnia and
Kosovo to enforce peacekeeping missions. In each
operation the Soldiers set the standards for training
and mission accomplishments, always performing
flawlessly and gallantly, Robinson said.

“You daily fought in intense combat with terrorist
cells and foreign fighters determined to keep Tal
Afar and Ramadi the most dangerous cities in the
world. Despite this heavy contact, you improved the
security of this area, earned the support of the people
and through persistent recruiting tripled the number
of Iraqi forces and trained them to standard,”
Robinson said.

“You have proven you are Soldiers who are
tremendously capable — a fighting force that can be

counted upon to carry its weight in any battle and to
move forward under fire regardless of circumstances.
You are warriors,” he said.

“The contributions and sacrifices you have made
for our nation will not end with the casing of the
colors. There is much to be proud of, but we are here
to realize a key step forward toward our part in
fulfilling the Army's vision of transformation,” he
said.

Breaking up a team that has been welded and
proven in combat is hard, he said “but there is no
doubt the men and women of the Ready First will
continue to carry on the mission wherever they are
assigned.

“I charge you to remember the 23 Soldiers who
gave their lives during the first deployment and the
98 Soldiers, Sailors and Marines who paid the
ultimate sacrifice in the most recent deployment to

battle,” Robinson
said. “Their heroic
actions remind all that
war alone does not en-
sure freedom, but the
price to secure it re-
quires the American
Soldier.”

“This ceremony
marks a sad moment
in the life of any unit.
We are casing our col-
ors and inactivate this
proud Brigade Com-
bat Team, known
throughout the Army
and the now the Ma-
rine Corps as the
Ready First,” said
Col. Sean
MacFarland, 1st Bri-
gade commander.

Saying goodbye to 1st Brigade
Soldiers remember sacrifices, bid farewell to decades of service in Giessen, Friedberg

Photo by Martin Greeson

The First Brigade Combat Team has a final inspection of troops by 1st Brigade commander Col. Sean
MacFarland (left) and Maj. Gen Fred D. Robinson, 1st Armored Division commander, during the Casing
of Colors ceremony April 20 on Ray Barracks in Friedberg.

The departure of American Soldiers from the
region is significant because it brings to an end more
than half a century of continuous military presence
in the Wetterau region, he said. “In those 60 years we
have seen Germany rebuilt, the Soviet threat de-
feated, the growth of the European Union and the
beginning of the Global War on Terror.

“Someday soon we will haul down the Stars and
Stripes in Friedberg and Giessen for the last time and
the sound of American Soldiers training for war will
stop,” he said. “With our presence coming to an end
in this part of Germany, new memories will cease to
be made and old memories will fade. Some of the
bonds that link our two great peoples will weaken,
and we will inevitably grow apart,” MacFarland
said. “Because we will not leave monuments and
landmarks behind us to remind future generations of
our time here, our mark on the landscape will soon
be as difficult to find as that of the Roman legions
that preceded us thousands of years ago.

“Resist the effects of this parting and keep our
important strategic and cultural friendship alive.
Tell your children and children's children about us,
tell them what we achieved together and we will do
the same with ours,” MacFarland said.

He added that he hoped the Army will soon
uncase 1st Brigade colors. “Although they will fly
over different Soldiers than those standing here
today, they will carry our legacy forward to new
fields and will add to it.”

MacFarland thanked the Soldiers and families
for serving as the “heart and soul of the Brigade
Combat Team” in the past two years.

“And now itʼs time to say goodbye. To our Ger-
man friends I bid a reluctant ʻAuf Wiedersehen.ʼ To
my fellow Ready First Soldiers who are leaving for
new assignments, I bid you ʻGod Speed.'

“To our fallen comrades, whom we will never
forget — I look forward to seeing you all again on the
high ground,” said MacFarland.

Photo by Martin Greeson

Col. Sean F. MacFarland, 1st Brigade commander, cases the brigade colors
April 20 on Friedberg’s Ray Barracks during the inactivation ceremony.
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Preseparation, CBS
training

The Transition Center in
Giessen hosts a preretirement
briefing June 6 starting at 9
a.m. The Transition Center is
located in Building 4 on the
Giessen Depot. Soldiers inter-

ested in attending must regis-
ter for the class. For details call
mil 343-6504/6505.

Outdoor Rec trips
The Outdoor Recreation

Center hosts a shopping trip to
the A6 Outlet Mall (near Lux-
embourg) May 19. For details

call mil 343-8202.

Walleyball Invitational
tournament

A Walleyball Invitational
tournament is scheduled for
May 26 at the Miller Hall Fit-
ness Center. For details call
mil 343-7201.

BOSS trips
The Better Opportunities

for Single Soldiers program

tails on whether individual
trips are open to families and
guests of single Soldiers.

‘The Fantasticks’ at
Keller Theatre

Giessen Keller Theatre pre-
sents “The Fantasticks,” a
musical by Tom Jones and
Harvey Schmidt, June 1-2, 8-9
and 15-16. The show begins at
7:30  p.m. For reservations call
the box office at mil 343-6515.

Annual health fair
U.S. Army Garrison

Giessen hosts a Health Fair
May 19 starting at 10 a.m. The
free event is an opportunity for
all community members to
learn more about physical and
emotional well-being. From
family to individual to em-
ployee health, the Health Fair
addresses all issues. For de-
tails call mil 343-7201.

Yard sales
Yard sales will be held May

12 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. in
Giessenʼs Dulles and Marshall
Housing, in Butzbachʼs Roman
Way Housing, in Bad
Nauheimʼs Alvin York Hous-
ing and in Friedberg's
McArthur Housing.

Bulk trash pickup
The next bulk trash pickup

date is June 1 for all housing
areas.

Community spotlights ... Community spotlights

goes to the indoor pool in
Frankfurt May 22. A trip to
Strasbourg, France, is sched-
uled for May 24. Indoor go-
cart racing is on the schedule
for May 29. A trip to the
Oberhausen Shopping Mall
takes place May 31. Transpor-
tation on all trips is provided
free of charge to all Soldiers.
Other costs may apply. Call
BOSS at mil 324-3158 for de-

Photo by Alexandra Williams

Last dance
The cadets of the Giessen Middle High School 16th Junior Reserve Officers Training Corps
hold their last annual ball, “The Last Dance,” April 27 at Giessen’s Alpine Catering Center.
More than 100 invited guests attended the event. During a ceremony all of the cadets were
promoted, despite the school closing at the end of this year. Teachers were presented with
tokens of appreciation for their support.

Photo by Martin Greeson

Turner honored at Toppers
Col. Karen S. Adams, deputy director of the Installation
Management Agency-Europe, presents U.S. Army Garrison
Giessen entertainment chief David Turner with the James T.
Martin Award for Individual Excellence at the U.S. Forces
Europe Tournament of Plays Awards Show April 21 in Heidel-
berg. Turner was honored for his many years as the guiding
light at Giessen’s Keller Theatre, which has won numerous
awards in the past. See page 6 for more on the Toppers.
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here who actually saw the Americans
arrive,” said Schröder, describing see-
ing the first black person in his life as
the Allied troops marched into the city.

While Nazi forces continued to pre-
pare to defend the city in the waning
days of the war, Schröder said he and
his friends looked forward to the warʼs
conclusion. “We children were always
happy when Allied bombers flew over
Büdingen (which suffered only minor
damage in air raids) because it meant
we got free from school that day.”

Schröder recalled how an American
Soldier was killed during the U.S. cap-
ture of the city as “a German Soldier lost
his nerve, shot at and hit an American.”

He also remembered the sight of
Americans storming a Nazi headquar-
ters near where he lived and collecting
Nazi paraphernalia as trophies.

Later as a Boy Scout, Schröder said
he remembered taking care of the graves
of SS troops who had dug in the forest
some 12 kilometers from Büdingen on
their retreat from the north and contin-
ued to resist the American forces after
they occupied the city. “On Easter Sun-
day we heard shooting and we learned

there was a battle.” What struck him
was the age of the dreaded SS troops
who refused to submit and were killed
by the Americans — “they were 16-
and 17-year-olds.”

As Schröderʼs father served as a
translator for the U.S. military after the
war, his family had many contacts with
Americans and he grew up with Ameri-
can friends, he said.

For American Legion member Carl
Hackworth, saying goodbye to the 1-
1st Cavalry is like bidding farewell to a
piece of his life, he said.

“I was stationed here in 1965 to
1967. I met my wife here, got out of the
military and have been here since then,”
said Hackworth, explaining that at that
time the 3rd Squadron, 12th Cavalry,
called Büdingen home.

“After being involved so long … it
hurts to see them go,” said Hackworth
at the inactivation ceremony.

As adjutant for American Legion
Post GR14, which includes members
“from Rhein-Main Air Base to the other
side of Giessen,” Hackworth said he
welcomes other veterans to get involved
with the legion.

“This is a sad day for the Americans

but symbolizes transformation for this
cavalry unit,” said Col. Darryl A. Wil-
liams, 1st Armored Divisionʼs Divi-
sion Artillery commander, during the
ceremony.

Williams praised the close bonds
between the German and American
communities over the years and looked
forward to a time when 1-1st Cav would
be reactivated. “This inactivation will
be temporary because you canʼt keep a
good unit down. … Iʼm confident they
will be activated again.”

‘Today is about history’
“Today is about history, traditions

and the future,” said Lt. Col. Matthew
F. McKenna, 1-1st Cav commander,
“not only about the history and tradi-
tions of 1-1 Cav, but also about the
history and traditions of the squadron
with the city of Büdingen. We are part
of history today — the inactivation of
the oldest and most decorated cavalry
squadron in the United States Army.
Both the squadron and the city of
Büdingen can be proud of our many
accomplishments.”

The squadron traces its history back
to 1833 when Congress authorized the
establishment of the U.S. Regiment of

Dragoons.
“Right now we are in the midst of

the ongoing transformation of the U.S.
Army,” said McKenna. “Because the
Combined Arms Cavalry Squadron has
been so successful, the Army will triple
the number of cavalry squadrons while
transforming, and the 1st Cavalry Regi-
ment is a big part of that expansion. I
speak for everyone when I say we look
forward to the squadron colors flying
again in the future.”

McKenna also underscored the feel-
ing of welcome Americans have always
felt in Büdingen. “I have been sta-
tioned in many places during my last
18 years, and I can tell you that no other
city in the world cares more about their
U.S. Army unit than the city of
Büdingen. … Whether it is sharing
Thanksgiving and Christmas together,
ʻstorming the gatesʼ of the casern dur-
ing Fasching, marching in the Frog
Parade or any of the other social events
we do together, we have always felt the
warmth and welcome of the city.

“Sixty-two years is a long time to-
gether, and we will always remember
the kindness of the city of Büdingen,”
he said.

Cav farewell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Continued from page 1
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By Susan Huseman
U.S. Army Garrison Hessen

Public Affairs Office

Hanau Community volunteers were
recognized with awards, door prizes
and a reception at the Volunteer Rec-
ognition Ceremony April 25 at the
Community Activity Center on
Fliegerhorst Kaserne.

“Weʼre here to thank our volun-
teers,” said Col. Herman “Tracy” Wil-
liams III, the U.S. Army Garrison
Hessen and Hanau Community com-
mander. “We owe service to others
much more than we are owed. You all
set the example and I greatly appreciate
it. I thank you for your services. …
Please donʼt stop. The number one
shortcoming we have in a drawing
down community is people to provide
quality services.”

Volunteers amassed 17,470 recorded
volunteer hours from April 2006
through March 2007. Their efforts saved
the community $274,628, Williams said.

While all volunteers received cer-
tificates of appreciation, 18 were singled
out for their efforts.

The Volunteer of the Year award
went to Jeannette Kula. Alex Williams
was named the Youth Volunteer of the
Year.

Kula was nominated for her work
with six different organizations. “She
is very helpful — the volunteerʼs vol-
unteer,” said Tony Untalan, the Army
Volunteer Corps coordinator.

Kula was honored for her efforts as
a Child and Youth Services soccer and
cheerleading coach, troop leader for
Girl Scout Brownie Troop 227, chair-
woman of the Hanau Spouses Club
scholarship committee, work with the
Argonner Elementary School Parent

Hanau volunteers honored at ceremony

Teacher Association and as the senior
adviser of the 130th Engineer Brigade
Family Readiness Group and Steering
Committee.

She is also involved with the Catho-
lic Chapel as the religious education
teacher, Catholic Women of the Chapel
representative, lector, outreach and hos-
pitality representative and in the
childrenʼs church.

In the last 12 months she has re-
corded more than 941 official volun-
teer hours, although the actual amount
is much higher.

Kula credits her sense of commu-
nity to her parents, Gary and Shirley
Cockerhan. “I grew up in a military
family,” said Kula. “My dad was in the
Army for 22 years. My mother was
always active in the NCO wives club
and at school … with the Girl Scouts.

Photo by Ulrike Raab

Eileen McCormick hands goody bags to Mary Lou and Chaplain (Maj.) Vernon
McClearn at the Hanau Volunteer Recognition Ceremony April 25.

bags for deployed Soldiers at the USO
and volunteered for the Earth Day cel-
ebration.

Williams also led the communityʼs
fire prevention campaign by volunteer-
ing to teach classes to Argonner El-
ementary School kindergarten classes,
arranging for instruction for home
schoolers and planning and supervis-
ing the fire demonstration for the Hanau
Whatʼs Out There Fair. One nomina-
tion said in order “to raise money to
purchase fire prevention handouts and
200 hats for little children, he sold
some of his own belongings and saved
his profit until he earned enough to
purchase the fire safety items.”

Ten community members were also
chosen as top volunteers. Patrick
Brennan, Erin Chambers, Melba Wil-
liams, Linda Tolen, Colin McCormick,
Jay Harris, Pam Tvrdick, Kathy Harlan,
Eileen McCormick and Kristy Smith
were honored with framed certificates.

Several Soldiers were recognized
for their work with Youth Services
sports and Boy Scout Troop 49. Mili-
tary Outstanding Volunteer Service
Medals were awarded to Chief Warrant
Officer 2 Marc Nelson, Master Sgt. Jim
Horne, Capt. Julia Jacobson, Staff Sgt.
Erin Chambers, 2nd Lt. Bill
Hackenbracht, Lt. Col. Mark Camarena
and Sgt. 1st Class Jeremy Richmond.

Volunteer of the Year candidates
were nominated earlier this year by
community members. A selection com-
mittee reviewed the nominations and
selected the winners based upon their
impact and contribution to the commu-
nity, their dedication and commitment,
special achievements and accomplish-
ments, other organizational affiliations
and total number of volunteer hours.

She would take me with her and put me
to work.”

Kula has a simple reason for her
involvement in the community. “Itʼs
the kids. It all makes it worthwhile
when you see the expressions on their
faces, when you get a hug or a ʻthanks,
Coach Kula, youʼre the best,ʼ… or with
the PTA — knowing we are contribut-
ing to school programs.” she said.

Twelve-year-old Alex Williamsʼ list
of volunteer activities seems almost
endless. In a partial list, he participated
in the Turkey for Troops food drive,
installed bat boxes in Campo Pondʼs
forest and helped at Friedbergʼs Ready
First Combat Team Combat Spouse
Badge competition. He also assisted in
a community clean-up on Fliegerhorst
Kaserne, participated in the National
Night Out safety walk, stuffed goody

Whistle while you work
After returning from a field exercise in

Baumholder, Pvt. Desmond Rolle (from right),
Pfc. Mark Feis and Spc. Jordan Talbert of the
92nd Military Police Company spend a sunny

afternoon scrubbing down gear April 26 on
Fliegerhorst Kaserne.

Photo by Susan Huseman
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By Karl Weisel
U.S. Army Garrison Hessen

Public Affairs Office

Hanau Community mem-
bers got a special invitation to
look at the Hanau Libraryʼs
new features during National
Library Week April 15-21.

“We wanted people to come
in and see the changes weʼve
made,” said Christina Kruger,
administrative librarian at the
facility in Building 5 on
Hanauʼs Pioneer Kaserne. “Itʼs
part of our effort to make the
library more user friendly and
to let people know the library
has changed — people donʼt
have to be quiet here anymore.
Itʼs gone from being the old,
classic library to having be-
come a less traditional place.

“Weʼre really trying to keep
this place fresh,” she added,
explaining that exhibits
throughout the library, an ever-
expanding collection of every-
thing from the latest stateside
television shows on DVDs to
Internet access are aimed at pro-
viding something for everyone.

“We have a very special cli-
entele,” said head librarian,
Dr. Arlene Luster, “and weʼre
trying to meet their needs.”

In addition to a family room

where groups can meet, an ever
growing movie collection,
books on CDs and classes on
how to use the Internet as a
reference tool, regular visitors
have also discovered new read-
ing opportunities. “Weʼve re-
ally expanded our books on
CD collection, we offer the

video messaging service so that
families can stay in touch dur-
ing deployments, we have the
Sesame Street materials for
youths and weʼve also ex-
panded our graphic novels col-
lection. Once people know we
have them they go out a lot,”
said Kruger. “Weʼre also try-

ing to start a video game col-
lection.”

As far as the libraryʼs DVD
collection, Kruger said, the
staff has made an effort to offer
unique fare not readily avail-
able at other venues. “The idea
is not to duplicate what AAFES
(the Army and Air Force Ex-

change Service) has to offer,”
but to focus more on feature
materials such as award-win-
ning foreign films, documen-
taries and television series col-
lections.

Another recent addition to
the library is inviting visitors
to write their favorite quota-
tions on butcher paper featured
on the library walls.

The library will feature a
special display dedicated to
Army history starting May 19.

During the summer months
readers young and old are in-
vited to “Get a Clue” at their
local library as part of the In-
stallation Management Com-
mand-Europeʼs summer read-
ing program. Visitors age 3-11
will be challenged to find clues,
solve mysteries and puzzles,
and discover books.

For more information about
the library and to register for
the “Get a Clue” program
which will start after school
ends in June, according to an
IMCOM-Europe release, visit
the Hanau Library or call mil
322-8942.

The library is open Monday
through Thursday from 10 a.m.
to 7 p.m., Friday and weekends
from noon to 5 p.m.

Library updates to meet changing needs

Photo by Karl Weisel

Hanau librarian Christina Kruger assists Sgt. 1st Class Patrick Dougherty, Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, 16th Corps Support Group, during National Library Week in April.

Photos by Karl Weisel

Fun at Family Day
Families enjoy making colorful jewelry at the Month of the Military Child Family
Day/Parent University at Army Community Service April 28. Photo left: Hanau
Youth Services staff members Shanelle Harris and Jonny Cain demonstrate their
sumo wrestling know-how. Parents and youths had a wide variety of activities to
choose from including everything from parenting classes to spring flower planting.
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By Susan Huseman
U.S. Army Garrison Hessen

Public Affairs Office

Military retirees learned how the
September 2008 closure of the Hanau
Community will affect them at a brief-
ing April 24.

A retiree transformation briefing
was held at the Community Activity
Center on Fliegerhorst Kaserne.

“We have a large retiree population
and just didnʼt want to leave them
unprepared” said Jim Woods, Hanau
Community retirement services officer.

One hundred and twenty retirees
and survivors out of the approximately
500 living in the Hanau Community
footprint attended the meeting. They
received virtually the same briefing
given by the U.S. Army Garrison Hessen
and Hanau Community commander,
Col. Herman “Tracy” Williams III, at
the all hands meeting April 19.

Several agency representatives were
on hand to speak to the retirees and
answer questions. Subject matter experts
from the USO, Red Cross, Tricare, the
Frankfurt Consulateʼs Social Security and
Veteranʼs Affairs offices, Commissary,
Army and Air Force Exchange Service,
139th Postal, Army Career and Alumni
Program and Legal Office were in atten-
dance. Staff of the Hanau Health Clinic
were on hand to test blood pressure and
give pneumococcal vaccinations.

Health care, banking and shopping
are big issues for military retirees, said
Woods.

Because the Hanau Health Clinic is
closing, retirees will have to look else-
where for medical care. “When the
Hanau Health Clinic closes, Wiesbaden
will be the closest facility,” said Reggie
Underwood, Tricare chief at the Hanau
Health Clinic. No exact date has been
given for when the clinic will close, he
said. He also advised them that the
Darmstadt clinic will close about the
same time as the Hanau clinic.

“If you have medical records at the
clinic you will need to pick them up
before we close the doors. If not, your

records will be sent to St. Louis,” he
told the audience. No appointment is
necessary to pick up records.

But the retirees will have another
step they must accomplish in order to
be seen at the clinic in Wiesbaden.
“You will have to go to the Wiesbaden
clinic in person to change your Tricare
over from Hanau to Wiesbaden.”

When it comes to banking, military
retirees and annuitants are not autho-
rized accounts at Department of De-
fense community banks, Woods said.
However, retirees can cash their gov-

ernment-issued checks at a military
community bank. Annuitants canʼt.
“Thatʼs why at our next meeting weʼre
going to push the international direct
deposit program,” Woods said.

Through the Defense Finance and
Accounting Services program mili-
tary retirees and annuitants in Ger-
many can have their monthly pay-
ments sent directly to their local
banks, he said.

The issue of mail brought many
questions from the retirees. “You can
change your mailbox to Wiesbaden
right now, if you want to,” said
Quintin Harvey of the 139th Postal
Company. He suggested not waiting
until the last minute, and assured the
group that the Wiesbaden commu-
nity mailroom will have as many re-
tiree boxes as needed to handle the
surge of retirees from Giessen,
Friedberg, Hanau and Darmstadt.

He also reminded the retirees that
they must check their mail once every
30 days.

Woods said another meeting will be
scheduled in six or seven months. He
hopes to have Wiesbaden agency repre-
sentatives in attendance.

For additional information about
retiree issues contact Jim Woods, re-
tirement services officer, at
jim.woods@eur.army.mil, mil 322-
1770 or civ (06181) 88-1770; or John
Raleigh, Retiree Council president, at
john.e.raleigh@eur.army.mil, mil 322-
8612 or civ (06181) 88-8612. 

Army transformation impacts local retirees

Photo by Susan Huseman

Armando Enriquez has his blood pressure checked by Capt. Adam Resnick,
Hanau Medical Clinic pharmacy officer in charge, at the Hanau Community
Retiree meeting April 24 at the Community Activity Center on Fliegerhorst
Kaserne.

Using vehicles for personal errands wrong

Government vehicle misuse is illegal, can be costly
When government employees and Soldiers con-

duct official business away from their place of duty,
a government vehicle may be the most cost-effective
means of transportation.

A government, or nontactical vehicle, can only be
used for official business, warned transportation of-
ficials.

“Misuse of nontactical vehicles chips away at the
core of our support base — vehicles and money —
and violates Public Law U.S.C. Section 1344 (b),
DoD and Army regulations,” said Edward Jones,
transportation officer for U.S. Army Garrison Hessen.

“Last year we spent $305,000 for NTV accident
repairs,” Jones said. And the more the vehicles are
driven for unofficial purposes, the higher the chances
for inexcusable accidents, he said.

 Jones said NTVs may not be used for domicile to
duty transportation. “The vehicles cannot be parked
at dormitories, in housing areas on base or off base,”
he said. They can also not be used for transportation
to the PX, PX concessionaires, Shoppette, food courts
or drive throughs, MWR facilities, gym, bank, post
office or community mail room. There is one excep-
tion — Military Police patrols are allowed to use their

NTVs to eat at PX food courts and Army dining
facilities, said Jones.

When on temporary duty “the vehicle shall be
operated between places where the personʼs presence
is required for official business or between such
places and temporary
lodging.  When pub-
lic transportation is
not available or im-
practical, the use of
DOD-owned or
leased vehicles is au-
thorized between
places of business or
lodging and eating
establishments, drug-
stores, barber shops,
places of worship,
laundry establish-
ments and similar
places required for
the comfort or health
of the service mem-
ber,” Jones said.

“The use of NTVs for transportation to or from
entertainment or recreational facilities is prohib-
ited,” he said.

“The determination as to whether a particular use
is for official purposes is a matter of administrative
discretion to be exercised within applicable law and
regulations,” he said. “In making such determina-
tion, consideration shall be given to all pertinent
factors, including whether the transportation is the
following:”

•   Essential to the use of completion of a DoD
function, activity or operation.

•   Consistent with the purpose for which the
motor vehicle was acquired.

• The use of DoD motor vehicles shall not be
authorized for transporting DoD or other personnel
over all or any part of the route between their domi-
ciles and places of employment except as authorized
in DoD 4500.36R, Chapter 4 and 5.

In order to eliminate the unofficial use of NTVs,
Jones recommends commanders, managers and su-
pervisors take corrective action when suspected ve-
hicle misuse is brought to their attention. (Courtesy of
U.S. Army Garrison Hessen Transportation Office)

Picking up lunch in a gov-
ernment vehicle is not au-
thorized.
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means of transportation.
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used for official business, warned transportation of-
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Delving into nature for Earth Day
Argonner Elementary School fourth-grader Julio Aragones shows off a spider and caterpillar
he found to his teacher, Brian Herndon, and classmates during a nature walk along the
Kinzig River in Hanau April 27. Dagmar Trittin and Eveyln Roth of the U.S. Army Garrison
Hessen's Environmental Office taught several classes of Argonner Elementary School
children about the various plants and animals to be found in the forest and along the river
as part of the garrison's Earth Day events. While showing the fourth-graders some stinging
nettles and wild garlic leaves she warned the youths to "make sure when you go in nature
you know what you are picking."

Tax Center still open
“I just filled out my income

tax forms. Who says you canʼt
get killed by a blank?” —
Milton Berle.

Preparing your income tax
return improperly by includ-
ing inaccurate information or
failing to include required in-
formation may not be deadly,
but it can be costly. Improperly
prepared tax returns can result
in, among other things, your
paying penalties and interest if
you have underpaid your taxes.
The Hanau Tax Center can
help. With the Internal Rev-
enue Service granting an auto-
matic two-month extension to
overseas filers (to June 15), the
center can still help provide
free tax preparation to Soldiers,
retirees, family members and
Department of Defense civil-
ians. That means help prepar-
ing a correctly filled out re-
turn. The center is open Mon-
day, Tuesday, Thursday and
Friday from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
and Wednesday from 9 a.m. to
6:30 p.m. Call mil 322-9802,
civ (06181) 88-9802 or stop by
the center on the third floor of
Building 4 on Pioneer Kaserne
for more information.

Parenting classes
Hanau Army Community

Service offers a Bring on the
Baby class May 10 and 17 from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Mommy
and Daddy Basic Training May
24 from 6-8 p.m. Call ACS at
mil 322-8965, 8963 or civ
(06181) 88-8097 for details.

Mother’s Day
Donʼt forget the special

woman in your life on Motherʼs
Day, May 13. Let your Mom
know you love and appreciate
her.

Fun at Kid’s Korner
Every Wednesday is two-

for-one day at the Kidʼs Korner
on the Wolfgang Shopping

Center (next to the Hessen
Bowl). Purchase one soft play
admission and get a second
one free. Also buy one cotton
candy or popcorn and get an-
other one free. Call mil 322-
9013 or civ (06181) 88-9013.

Motorcycle training
Motorcycle Safety Founda-

tion Training will be held on
Pioneer Kaserne May 11 and
June 1 starting at 8 a.m. To
register call the Safety Office
at mil 322-1470.

Employment
readiness

Hanau Army Community
Service features an Employ-
ment Orientation class every
Tuesday from 10-11:30 a.m.
Resume Workshops are fea-
tured every third Monday of
the month from 10-11:30 a.m.
Other classes include Inter-
view Techniques every sec-
ond Thursday from 10-11:30

a.m., Dress for Success every
second Monday of the month
from 10-11:30 a.m. and a Ca-
reer Assessment every fourth
Wednesday of the month from
1-2:30 p.m. ACS is located in
Building 19 on Pioneer
Kaserne. Call mil 322-8965 or
civ (06181) 88-8965 for more
information.

White-water rafting
Hanau Outdoor Recreation

hosts a white-water rafting
trip in Austria May 25-28.
Spend two overnights in a ho-
tel with breakfast and dinner, a
day rafting with a barbecue,
hike through the Kizioklamm
Gorge and go canoeing. Cost
is $289 for adults and $229 for
children age 10-15. Pay by May
11. Call civ (06181) 88-8801
for details.

Summer camp
Sportfield School-Age Ser-

vices hosts a summer camp

featuring trips to Holiday Park,
the Opel Zoo, museums and
other recreation areas. Call mil
322-9144, civ (06181) 88-9144
or civ (06181) 88-8155.

SAEDA/ethics training
The U.S. Army Garrison

Hessen Directorate of Plans,
Training, Mobilization and
Security will host quarterly
Subversion and Espionage Di-
rected Against the Army force
protection awareness and eth-
ics training at the Pioneer The-

ater May 22 at 8:30 a.m. and
1:30 p.m. The training is an
annual requirement for Depart-
ment of the Army civilians,
Soldiers and local nationals.
Call Robert Samuels at mil 323-
2372 for more information.

Outdoor paintball
open season

Head over to the Hotshots
Outdoor Paintball field, located
behind the Hessen Bowl at the
Wolfgang Shopping Center,
every Saturday from noon to 8
p.m. to enjoy exhilarating fun.
Unit training, group discounts
and private battles can be ar-
ranged on other days by con-
tacting Outdoor Rec in ad-
vance. For more information
call civ (06181) 88-8891 or
mil 322-8891.

U.S. visa information
If you are a foreign-born

spouse of a U.S. citizen you
will need a visa to travel to the
United States. The process can
take several months. Visit the
U.S. Army Garrison Hessen
website at www.usaghessen.
eur.army.mil and click on “U.S.
Consulate visa information”
for forms and information.

Freestyle painting
The American Sampler

Crafts Shop offers freestyle
painting on glass or ceramics
classes May 17 and 31 from 4-
7 p.m. Cost is $15 per session.
Fee includes supplies. Regis-
ter in advance at civ (06181)
88-8082 or mil 322-8082.
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Sports and leisure

Take a hike: A guide to volksmarching in
U.S. Army Garrison Hessen

By Donald Seltzer
Special to the Herald Union

Trail notes
✒ Additional events

are in the online version of
Take a Hike at www.
usaghessen.eur.army.mil/
hunion/Takeahike.htm.

✒ Readers will notice
a street name for the start
location whenever pro-
vided by the event bro-
chure. This change comes as a result
of having recently received a GPS
navigation unit as a gift — and dis-
covering firsthand the usefulness of
having both the name of the town and
a street name.

✒ Readers are asked to pick up an
extra set of event brochures for this
column and mail them via MPS to:
Donald Seltzer, CMR 467 Box 5533,
APO AE 09096.

Weekend of May 12-13

Konz — This walk, due south of
 Trier, is convenient for readers

in Baumholder, Idar-Oberstein and
Neubrücke. Itʼs also part of a three-
country permanent trail system. Start
by getting on Autobahn 1 in the direc-
tion of Trier, then connect with B-51
to Konz and the start.
Start: Saar-Mosel-Halle on Hermann-

Reinholz Strasse Saturday and Sun-
day: 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. (5 and 10 km) and
7 a.m. to noon (20 km) Trail: Hilly, woods
and fields Award: IVV credit only.

Reichelsheim/Odenwald — This
 event offers some outstanding

views of the Reichelsheimer Schloss
and countryside. American wander-
ers are especially welcome by this
friendly club. From Darmstadt use B-
26 to pick up B-38, then head south

through Reinheim to reach
the start. From Hanau head
south on B-43A and 45 to
connect with B-38 toward
Darmstadt. Take the
Reinheim exit and follow B-
38 to the start at Reichelsheim.
Start: Reichenberghalle on Konrad-
Adenauer-Allee Saturday: 6 a.m.
to 3 p.m. (6, 10 and 20 km) and 6-

11 a.m. (30 km) Sunday: 6 a.m. to 1 p.m.
(6, 10 and 20 km) and 6-11 a.m. (30 km)
Trail: Slightly hilly but stroller-friendly (two
shorter trails); hilly, forests and fields (two
longer trails) Award: Model beer truck.

Wednesday, May 16

Morbach — This clubʼs midweek
event is northwest of Idar-

Oberstein and within a reasonable dis-
tance of Baumholder. Morbach is on B-
327 just north of the junction with B-
269. Use B-422 from Idar-Oberstein to
reach B-269. From Neubrücke and
Baumholder, connect with B-41/269 to
head north on B-269 to reach Morbach.
Start: Sportzentrum Wednesday: 7 a.m. to 4

p.m. (6 and 10 km) Trail: Hilly, woods
Award: IVV credit only.

Weekend of May 19-20

Herschweiler-Pettersheim — This
event is due south of Baumholder,

on the other side of Autobahn 62 and
easily reached via the Kusel exit. From
Baumholder, Idar-Oberstein and
Neubrücke, head toward A-62 and the
Kusel exit. Take B-420 (south toward
Ottweiler) to the town of Konken and
an unnumbered road leading to the
start.
Start: Turnhalle Saturday: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

(5 and 10 km) and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. (20
km) Sunday: 6 a.m. to 2 p.m. (5 and 10
km) and 6 a.m. to 1 p.m. (20 km) Trail: Hilly,

fields and woods Award: From previous
events.

Lauterbach/Hessen — This event
 is an opportunity to enjoy the sce-

nic beauty northwest of Fulda and is
easily reached from Giessen. Take B-
254 from Fulda to reach Lauterbach.
From Giessen use Autobahn 5 toward
Bad Hersfeld, exit at Alsfeld and con-
tinue on B-254 to the start.
Start: Vogelsbergschule on Lindenstraße Sun-

day: 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. (6, 10 and 20 km)
Trail: Fairly hilly, woods Award: Pen.

Wörsdorf/Taunus — This event
is north of Wiesbaden on the

edge of the Naturpark Hochtaunus.
Wooded trails offer walkers scenic
views after a long, uphill start. Take
Autobahn 3 toward Limburg, exiting at
Idstein to follow B-275 and an unnum-
bered road will lead to the start at
Wörsdorf. From Wiesbaden and Mainz
use B-417 and B-275 north toward
Limburg and Idstein to reach Wörsdorf.
Start: Gemeindehalle on Wilhelm-Scherer-

Platz Saturday and Sunday: 7 a.m. to 1
p.m. (6, 10 and 20 km) Trail: Very hilly,
woods Award: Coffee cup.

Weekend of May 26-28

Kleinwallstadt — This Sunday-
Monday event puts volksmarchers

south of Aschaffenburg in the scenic
Naturpark Spessart. Approach
Aschaffenburg using B-26, cross to the
east side of the Main River and fol-
low signs toward Obernau and
Sulzbach. Continue to the
start in Kleinwallstadt.
Readers in Hanau should take
Autobahn 45 south to the
Mainhausen exit (exit 46),
then use B-469 to reach B-26

and follow the directions
above.
Start: Wallstadthalle on

Bayernstrasse Sunday: 2-6 p.m. (5 and
10 km) and 2-4 p.m. (20 km) Monday: 6
a.m. to 1 p.m. (5, 10 and 20 km) and 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. (swim) Trail: Hilly in
wooded areas Award: From previous
events.

Weekend of June 2-3

Bensheim — This event is south
of Darmstadt on the Bergstrasse,

or castle road. Afterward, enjoy a
scenic drive winding south from
Darmstadt, through Bensheim and
Heidelberg to end in Bruchsal. Use
Autobahn 5 and head south toward
Heidelberg, exiting at Bensheim. Take
B-47 to the start; alternatively, use B-
3 south to Bensheim by picking it up
at the Pfungstadt exit of A-5.
Start: Weststadthalle on the Berliner Ring

Saturday and Sunday: 6 a.m. to 2 p.m.
(5, 10 and 20 km) and 6-8 a.m. (42 km)
Trail: Fairly flat, mostly fields (5 and 10
km); hilly, fields and woods (20 and 42
km) Award: From previous events
(shorter trails) or patch and certificate
(marathon).

Reichweiler — This walk may be
found literally just down the road

from the Baumholder community. Itʼs
a pretty area and easy to find — just
head down the hill toward Freisen
and watch for signs to Reichweiler.
From Baumholder use the road to
Freisen, pick up an unnumbered road
through Eckersweiler to Reichweiler.

From Neubrücke take
Autobahn 62 toward Land-
stuhl and exit at Reichweiler.
Start: Dorfgemeinschaftshaus Sat-
urday: 6 a.m. to 4 p.m. (5 and 10
km) and 6 a.m. to 2 p.m. (20 km)
Sunday: 6 a.m. to 2 p.m. (5 and
10 km) and 6 a.m. to noon (20 km)

Trail: Hilly, wooded areas and fields
Award: Beer mug.

Things to doBaumholder children’s theater
The Missoula Childrenʼs Theatre holds auditions

May 21 in Baumholder for “The Jungle Book,” which
will be presented May 26. Youths will rehearse May 21-
26. Call mil 485-7276 for more information.

Family game nights
Giessen Youth Services holds Family Game Night

May 25 and at Butzbach YS on May 26. Games
include pool, ping-pong, bingo and karaoke. The
event is free. Call Giessen YS at civ (0641) 402-6129
or Butzbach YS at civ (06033) 73048 for details.

Trap and skeet range
Baumholder Outdoor Recreationʼs trap and skeet

range is open weekends from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Cost
is $4.50 for 25 birds. Rental guns are available. Call
mil 485-7182 for details.

‘The Fantasticks’
Make reservations now for Giessen Keller

Theatreʼs “The Fantasticks” which will be presented
June 1-2, 8-9, 15-16 at 7:30 p.m. Call the box office
at civ (0641) 402-6515 Thursday or Friday from 3-

8 p.m. for tickets and reservations.

Travel with the USO
Rhein Main Area USOs offer a trip to Keukenhof

Gardens May 12, Rhein River Cruises May 13 and
27, Neuschwanstein and Hohenschwangau Castles
May 19, the Riesling Route with Eric the Red May

20, Europapark May 27, London May 25-28, the
walled city of Rothenburg May 26 and Bastogne
and the Battle of the Bulge Military History Tour
May 28. Stop by your local USO or call civ (0611)
731 301 for details on these and other travel oppor-
tunities.

Hessentag in Butzbach
The town of Butzbach plays host to this yearʼs

Hessentag celebration. The annual showcase of
Hessen culture, lifestyle, history and more runs from
June 1-10. Highlights include performances by Ian
Anderson (of Jethro Tull fame) June 6, the Jackson
Singers June 6 and Aerosmith June 10. The U.S.
Army Europe Soldiers Chorus performs June 8 at
6 p.m. and the USAREUR Rock Band at 8 p.m. in
the Bundeswehr Tent. A static display of German
and American military equipment will be featured.
On June 9 several local American Soldiers and
civilians will be honored by the Hessen minister
president for lifesaving actions. Visit
www.hessentag2007.de for more information on
Hessentag.

Visit Keukenhof Gardens in the Netherlands with
your local USO. See above.
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Sports and leisure

Soldiers in Europe need to
start tuning their guitars and
beginning vocal warm-ups.

The Installation Manage-
ment Command-Europe hosts
its annual Battle of the Bands
and Stars of Tomorrow talent
competitions May 26 and 27 at
the Katterbach Fitness Center
in Ansbach.

The Battle of Bands com-
petition for amateur Soldier
recreation bands will be held
May 26, and the Stars of To-
morrow talent competition will
be held May 27, with both con-
tests starting at 2 p.m.

Winners will be announced
at the end of each dayʼs compe-
tition, when prizes will be
awarded, said Jim Sohre,
IMCOM-Europe entertain-
ment director.

Each garrison will estab-
lish open selection processes
or will host competitions to
send qualified participants to
the IMCOM-Europe-level
competitions.

While the Battle of Bands
emphasis is on all-Soldier
groups, bands can be comprised
of other members. However,
each band must be formed en-
tirely of U.S. identification
cardholders, with at least 50
percent of the group being ac-
tive-duty Soldiers, with no
more than half of them being
members of an official Army
band. Family members (18 and
older), Department of Defense
civilians and service members
from the Navy, Marines or Air
Force also may participate,

providing they can show that
they have consistently per-
formed as part of the group.

The Stars of Tomorrow tal-
ent competition is the Armyʼs
version of “Star Search,” where
soloists, instrumentalists,
dancers, actors and other small
groups compete. Categories
include male and female vocal
solo; vocal duet; vocal solo self-
accompanied; instrumental
solo; and specialty solo, which
includes rap, dance, variety
acts, magic, puppetry, dramatic
performance and skits. The
group category of specialty and
group performance encom-
passes vocal group, instrumen-
tal group and specialty group.

Stars of Tomorrow is open
to all U.S. ID cardholders, who
will be competing equally for
awards and prizes. A partici-
pant may enter in one solo and
one group category.

Deadline for qualifications
and applications is May 14.

For more information about
categories, eligibility require-
ments and application proce-
dures, contact a garrison mili-
tary welfare and recreation
entertainment director or call
DSN 370-7499. (Courtesy of
the IMCOM-Europe Public
Affairs Office)

Musicians, performers sought
Sign up now for
Battle of the
Bands, Stars of
Tomorrow
competitions

Photos by Karl Weisel

Herald Union file photo

Ansbach will host this year’s
competitions May 26-27.

Galaxy on a roll
Frankfurt Galaxy quarterback JT

O’Sullivan scrambles before tossing a
pass against the Hamburg Sea Devils
April 28 at Frankfurt’s Commerzbank
Arena. The 20-17 victory marked the

third win in a row for the NFL-Europe’s
Galaxy. Photo right: Galaxy cheerlead-

ers pose with a young American fan
during the game. The Galaxy play again
at home May 20, 26 and June 23. Pick

up tickets at your local USO.

Sports shorts
Basketball tourney

The Büdingen Fitness
Center hosts an Asian Pa-
cific Heritage Month 3-on-3
basketball tournament May
19. Registration is at 9 a.m.
Play begins at 10:30 a.m. Cost
is $40 per team. Call mil
321-4737 or civ (06042) 80
773 for information.

Spring Open bowling
tournament

The Wiesbaden Army
Airfield Bowling Center and
Dexheimʼs Mighty Main
Lanes feature a Spring Open
Tournament May 19 from 6-
9 p.m. Cost is $15. Call mil
334-5743 or 337-5654.

Track meets
A track and field meet for

all adult ID cardholders will be
held in Grafenwöhr May 12.
Registration starts at 9 a.m.
and the first event begins at
10:20 a.m. The Installation
Management Command-Eu-
rope Track and Field Champi-
onships will be held July 28 by
Hohenfels at the Regensburg
Track complex. For more in-
formation contact Tom
Hlavacek at mil 379-7693 or
civ (06202) 80-7693.

Soccer tryouts
Baumholderʼs Hall of

Champions hosts soccer try-
outs May 21 at Minnick Field.
Call mil 485-7176 or 6671
for more information.

Dexheim Duathlon
A duathlon with a 20-ki-

lometer bike race and 10-k
run will be held in the vine-
yards surrounding
Dexheimʼs Anderson Bar-
racks May 19 starting at 10
a.m. Entry is $30. Call mil
334-5746 for details.

Wiesbaden climbing
and biking

Wiesbaden Outdoor Rec-
reation features several sport-
ing events in May including
bike castle hopping May 12,
climbing in Morganbachtal
May 12, a belay climbing
classMay 15 and 29, a climb-
ing class May 17, open
bouldering May 22, a lead
climbing class May 24, sport
shooting in Heidelberg May

27 and the Liberty Bike
Tour May 31 to June 4. Call
mil 337-5760 or stop by
Building 1046 on the
Wiesbaden Army Airfield for
details.

Mountain bike series
Authorized ID

cardholders are invited to
compete in the U.S. Forces
Mountain Bike Champion-
ship Series. Upcoming races
include Grafenwöhr May 19,
Hohenfels June 23, Ramstein
July 15, Ansbach July 28,
Darmstadt Aug. 11, Dexheim
Aug. 25 and Garmisch Sept.
8. Visit https://
public.euromwr.army.mil/
mwr_odr.htm#mtbike for
more information.

Belly dancing
Wiesbaden Fit-

ness Center offers
belly dancing
classes on Wed-
nesdays from 6:30-
7:30 p.m. Cost is $70 for the
eight-week session. Call civ
(0611) 705-5541.

Rugby sign-ups
The Baumholder Sports

Office is taking sign-ups for
rugby. Players and coaches
are sought. Call mil 485-
6671/7176.

Special Populations
fitness

The Wiesbaden Fitness
Center offers a Special Popu-
lations fitness class every
Monday and Wednesday
through May 23 from 5:30-
6:30 p.m. The class is de-
signed for people with joint
pain, back issues, diabetes,
hypertension and other
health considerations includ-
ing one-on-one attention in-
corporating strength, balance
and flexibility training. Cost
is $55. Call mil 337-5541.

Charity golf tourney
The Kaiserslautern

American-German Business
Club Charity Golf Tourna-
ment will be held June 1 at
the Ramstein Golf Course.
The event supports the
Kaiserslautern AGBC schol-
arship fund. Visit www.agbc.
de for more information.
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Bulletin board

At the movies May 10-24

Movies and times subject
to change by local

theaters. For the most up-
to-date schedule visit the

garrison’s website (see
address below).

Movie plots
I Think I Love My Wife (R) – Chris

Rock plays Richard Cooper, a hap-
pily married man with a young daugh-
ter, whose former flame (Kerry
Washington) reenters the picture
causing him to question his mar-
riage.

Premonition (PG-13) — A housewife
(Sandra Bullock) finds out her hus-
band was in a car crash, but when
she sees him the next day, she real-
izes she saw a premonition and will
do anything to keep it from coming
true.

Lucky You (PG-13) — A gifted young
high-stakes poker player confronts
his personal demons as he attempts
to win a world championship tour-
nament in Las Vegas.

Spider-Man 3 (PG-13) — Peter Parker,
alias Spider-Man (Tobey Maguire)
has finally managed to strike a bal-
ance between his devotion to M.J.
(Kirsten Dunst) and his duties as a
superhero. As Spider-Man basks in
the publicʼs adulation for his accom-
plishments, Peter becomes overcon-
fident and starts to neglect the people
who care about him most.

Perfect Stranger (R) — Rowena Price
(Halle Berry), a reporter for a New
York City newspaper, goes under-
cover to investigate the unsolved
murder of one of her childhood
friends. The path leads her directly
into the office and the personal life
of multi-millionaire Harrison Hill
(Bruce Willis).

Ghost Rider (PG-13) — In order to
save his dying father, young stunt
cyclist Johnny Blaze sells his soul to
Mephistopheles and sadly parts from
the pure-hearted Roxanne Simpson,
the love of his life. Years later,
Johnnyʼs path crosses again with
Roxanne, now a go-getting reporter,
and also with Mephistopheles, who
offers to release Johnnyʼs soul if
Johnny becomes the fabled, fiery
Ghost Rider, a supernatural agent of
vengeance and justice. Stars Nicolas
Cage, Jon Voight and Eva Mendes.

Reno 911: Miami (R) — The Comedy
Central officers visit a national po-
lice convention in Miami Beach at
the height of spring break. When the
convention center is bio-attacked,
itʼs up to Renoʼs “finest” to save the
day.

The Astronaut Farmer (PG) — Dis-
missed from NASAʼs space program,
former astronaut-in-training Charles
Farmer (Billy Bob Thornton) pur-
sues his lifelong dream by building
his own rocket.

Vacancy (R) — A young couple be-
comes stranded at an isolated motel
and finds hidden video cameras in
their room. They realize that unless
they escape, theyʼll be the next vic-
tims of a snuff film. Stars Kate
Beckinsale and Luke Wilson.

Baumholder, Wagon Wheel
May 11 — Ghost Rider (PG-13) 7 p.m.
May 12 — Wild Hogs (PG-13) 7 p.m.
May 13 — Are We Done Yet? (PG) 4

p.m.
May 18 — I Think I Love My Wife (R)

7 p.m.
May 19 —Perfect Stranger (R) 7 p.m.
May 20 — Premonition (PG-13) 4 p.m.

Büdingen, Little
May 11 — Hannibal Rising (R) 7 p.m.
May 12 — Breach (PG-13) 3 p.m.
May 18 — Norbit (PG-13) 7 p.m.
May 19 — Bridge To Terabithia  (PG)

3 p.m.
Dexheim, Rhein

May 10 — The Astronaut Farmer
(PG) 7 p.m.

May 11 — Meet The Robinsons (G) 7
p.m.

May 12 — Ghost Rider (PG-13) 7 p.m.
May 17 — Reno 911: Miami (R) 7 p.m.
May 18 — Are We Done Yet? (PG) 7

p.m.
May 19 — I Think I Love My Wife (R)

7 p.m.
May 24 — Premonition (PG-13) 7 p.m.

Giessen, Skyline
May 11 — Ghost Rider (PG-13) 7 p.m.
May 12 — Reno 911: Miami (R) 7 p.m.
May 13 — Meet The Robinsons (G) 3

p.m.
May 18 — Premonition (PG-13) 7 p.m.
May 19 — Are We Done Yet? (PG) 7

p.m.
May 20 — I Think I Love My Wife (R)

3 p.m.
Hanau, Evening Star

May 10 — The Astronaut Farmer
(PG) 7 p.m.

May 11 — Perfect Stranger (R) 7 p.m.
Reno 911: Miami (R) 9:30 p.m.

May 12 — Perfect Stranger (R) 7 p.m.
Ghost Rider (PG-13) 9:30 p.m.

May 13 — Perfect Stranger (R) 7 p.m.
May 14 — Spider-Man 3 (PG-13) 7

p.m.
May 15 — Reno 911: Miami (R) 7 p.m.
May 16 — Ghost Rider (PG-13) 7 p.m.
May 17 — Wild Hogs (PG-13) 7 p.m.
May 18 — Vacancy (R) 7 p.m. Dead

Silence (R) 9:30 p.m.
May 19 — Vacancy (R) 7 p.m. I Think I

Love My Wife (R) 9:30 p.m.

May 20 — Vacancy (R) 7 p.m.
May 21 — Premonition (PG-13) 7 p.m.
May 22 — Dead Silence (R) 7 p.m.
May 23 — I Think I Love My Wife (R)

7 p.m.
May 24 — Premonition (PG-13) 7 p.m.

Wiesbaden, Taunus
May 10 — The Number 23 (R) 7 p.m.

Epic Movie (PG-13) 9:30 p.m.
Spider-Man 3 (PG-13) 12:01 a.m.

May 11 — Spider-Man 3 (PG-13) 4
and 7 p.m. Reno 911: Miami (R)
9:30 p.m.

May 12 — The Astronaut Farmer
(PG) 4 p.m. Spider-Man 3 (PG-
13) 7 and 9:30 p.m.

May 13 — The Astronaut Farmer (PG) 4
p.m. Spider-Man 3 (PG-13) 7 p.m.

May 14 — Wild Hogs (PG-13) 7 p.m.
May 15 — Ghost Rider (PG-13) 7 p.m.
May 16 — Reno 911: Miami (R) 7 p.m.
May 17 — Ghost Rider (PG-13) 7 p.m.
May 18 — Lucky You (PG-13) 7 p.m.

Dead Silence (R) 9:30 p.m.
May 19 — The Astronaut Farmer

(PG) 4 p.m. Lucky You (PG-13) 7
p.m. I Think I Love My Wife (R)
9:30 p.m.

May 20 — Lucky You (PG-13) 4 p.m.
Premonition (PG-13) 7 p.m.

May 21 — Reno 911: Miami (R) 9:30
p.m.

May 22 – Letters From Iwo Jima (R)
7 p.m.

May 23 — I Think I Love My Wife (R) 7
p.m.

May 24 — Ghost Rider (PG-13) 7 p.m.

Tobey Maguire returns in the role of Peter Parker/Spider-Man in “Spider-Man 3.”

At night, in the presence of evil, die-hard stunt rider Johnny Blaze becomes
a bounty hunter of rogue demons in “Ghost Rider.”
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Bulletin board

At the movies May 10-24

Movies and times subject
to change by local

theaters. For the most up-
to-date schedule visit the

garrison’s website (see
address below).

Movie plots
I Think I Love My Wife (R) – Chris

Rock plays Richard Cooper, a hap-
pily married man with a young daugh-
ter, whose former flame (Kerry
Washington) reenters the picture
causing him to question his mar-
riage.

Premonition (PG-13) — A housewife
(Sandra Bullock) finds out her hus-
band was in a car crash, but when
she sees him the next day, she real-
izes she saw a premonition and will
do anything to keep it from coming
true.

Lucky You (PG-13) — A gifted young
high-stakes poker player confronts
his personal demons as he attempts
to win a world championship tour-
nament in Las Vegas.

Spider-Man 3 (PG-13) — Peter Parker,
alias Spider-Man (Tobey Maguire)
has finally managed to strike a bal-
ance between his devotion to M.J.
(Kirsten Dunst) and his duties as a
superhero. As Spider-Man basks in
the publicʼs adulation for his accom-
plishments, Peter becomes overcon-
fident and starts to neglect the people
who care about him most.

Perfect Stranger (R) — Rowena Price
(Halle Berry), a reporter for a New
York City newspaper, goes under-
cover to investigate the unsolved
murder of one of her childhood
friends. The path leads her directly
into the office and the personal life
of multi-millionaire Harrison Hill
(Bruce Willis).

Ghost Rider (PG-13) — In order to
save his dying father, young stunt
cyclist Johnny Blaze sells his soul to
Mephistopheles and sadly parts from
the pure-hearted Roxanne Simpson,
the love of his life. Years later,
Johnnyʼs path crosses again with
Roxanne, now a go-getting reporter,
and also with Mephistopheles, who
offers to release Johnnyʼs soul if
Johnny becomes the fabled, fiery
Ghost Rider, a supernatural agent of
vengeance and justice. Stars Nicolas
Cage, Jon Voight and Eva Mendes.

Reno 911: Miami (R) — The Comedy
Central officers visit a national po-
lice convention in Miami Beach at
the height of spring break. When the
convention center is bio-attacked,
itʼs up to Renoʼs “finest” to save the
day.

The Astronaut Farmer (PG) — Dis-
missed from NASAʼs space program,
former astronaut-in-training Charles
Farmer (Billy Bob Thornton) pur-
sues his lifelong dream by building
his own rocket.

Vacancy (R) — A young couple be-
comes stranded at an isolated motel
and finds hidden video cameras in
their room. They realize that unless
they escape, theyʼll be the next vic-
tims of a snuff film. Stars Kate
Beckinsale and Luke Wilson.

Baumholder, Wagon Wheel
May 11 — Ghost Rider (PG-13) 7 p.m.
May 12 — Wild Hogs (PG-13) 7 p.m.
May 13 — Are We Done Yet? (PG) 4

p.m.
May 18 — I Think I Love My Wife (R)

7 p.m.
May 19 —Perfect Stranger (R) 7 p.m.
May 20 — Premonition (PG-13) 4 p.m.

Büdingen, Little
May 11 — Hannibal Rising (R) 7 p.m.
May 12 — Breach (PG-13) 3 p.m.
May 18 — Norbit (PG-13) 7 p.m.
May 19 — Bridge To Terabithia  (PG)

3 p.m.
Dexheim, Rhein

May 10 — The Astronaut Farmer
(PG) 7 p.m.

May 11 — Meet The Robinsons (G) 7
p.m.

May 12 — Ghost Rider (PG-13) 7 p.m.
May 17 — Reno 911: Miami (R) 7 p.m.
May 18 — Are We Done Yet? (PG) 7

p.m.
May 19 — I Think I Love My Wife (R)

7 p.m.
May 24 — Premonition (PG-13) 7 p.m.

Giessen, Skyline
May 11 — Ghost Rider (PG-13) 7 p.m.
May 12 — Reno 911: Miami (R) 7 p.m.
May 13 — Meet The Robinsons (G) 3

p.m.
May 18 — Premonition (PG-13) 7 p.m.
May 19 — Are We Done Yet? (PG) 7

p.m.
May 20 — I Think I Love My Wife (R)

3 p.m.
Hanau, Evening Star

May 10 — The Astronaut Farmer
(PG) 7 p.m.

May 11 — Perfect Stranger (R) 7 p.m.
Reno 911: Miami (R) 9:30 p.m.

May 12 — Perfect Stranger (R) 7 p.m.
Ghost Rider (PG-13) 9:30 p.m.

May 13 — Perfect Stranger (R) 7 p.m.
May 14 — Spider-Man 3 (PG-13) 7

p.m.
May 15 — Reno 911: Miami (R) 7 p.m.
May 16 — Ghost Rider (PG-13) 7 p.m.
May 17 — Wild Hogs (PG-13) 7 p.m.
May 18 — Vacancy (R) 7 p.m. Dead

Silence (R) 9:30 p.m.
May 19 — Vacancy (R) 7 p.m. I Think I

Love My Wife (R) 9:30 p.m.

May 20 — Vacancy (R) 7 p.m.
May 21 — Premonition (PG-13) 7 p.m.
May 22 — Dead Silence (R) 7 p.m.
May 23 — I Think I Love My Wife (R)

7 p.m.
May 24 — Premonition (PG-13) 7 p.m.

Wiesbaden, Taunus
May 10 — The Number 23 (R) 7 p.m.

Epic Movie (PG-13) 9:30 p.m.
Spider-Man 3 (PG-13) 12:01 a.m.

May 11 — Spider-Man 3 (PG-13) 4
and 7 p.m. Reno 911: Miami (R)
9:30 p.m.

May 12 — The Astronaut Farmer
(PG) 4 p.m. Spider-Man 3 (PG-
13) 7 and 9:30 p.m.

May 13 — The Astronaut Farmer (PG) 4
p.m. Spider-Man 3 (PG-13) 7 p.m.

May 14 — Wild Hogs (PG-13) 7 p.m.
May 15 — Ghost Rider (PG-13) 7 p.m.
May 16 — Reno 911: Miami (R) 7 p.m.
May 17 — Ghost Rider (PG-13) 7 p.m.
May 18 — Lucky You (PG-13) 7 p.m.

Dead Silence (R) 9:30 p.m.
May 19 — The Astronaut Farmer

(PG) 4 p.m. Lucky You (PG-13) 7
p.m. I Think I Love My Wife (R)
9:30 p.m.

May 20 — Lucky You (PG-13) 4 p.m.
Premonition (PG-13) 7 p.m.

May 21 — Reno 911: Miami (R) 9:30
p.m.

May 22 – Letters From Iwo Jima (R)
7 p.m.

May 23 — I Think I Love My Wife (R) 7
p.m.

May 24 — Ghost Rider (PG-13) 7 p.m.

Tobey Maguire returns in the role of Peter Parker/Spider-Man in “Spider-Man 3.”

At night, in the presence of evil, die-hard stunt rider Johnny Blaze becomes
a bounty hunter of rogue demons in “Ghost Rider.”
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Classified advertising
Accommodation.

for.SALE
Independent Finance Service for 
purchasing a home in Germany. We 
are guiding you through the whole 
financial process by using your LQA 
or housing allowance. Contact Diana 
0171-9558462 mail: diana.burns@
kampa.de Kampa – Haus GmbH
Lots, houses, flats, studios for 
sale Wiesbaden, Frankfurt, 
Ramstein, K’town, Darmstadt, 

Hanau Tel: 06135-707501, 0171-
5109237 Fax: 06135-932136,  
E-mail: epdc-germ@t-online.de
Lots & houses for sale in the 
area Wiesbaden, Mainz, K-Town, 
Ramstein, Landstuhl. Unbelievable 
price increase over past and further 
unavoidable price rise – use your 
chance – invest now. Contact Diana 
0171-9558462 mail: diana.burns@
kampa.de Kampa – Haus GmbH

Single Family House for sale in 
Mainz. 290 square meter living 
area and 756 square meter lot. In-
ground pool. Many extras, must see. 
430,000  Euro OBO 06132-59109  
call for appointment.

Autos
$$ Top dollar paid for your car $$ 
any make any model high mileage  
no problem Tel. 0631-3506453

*98 Mercedes 280E sedan, 
outstanding cond, 5spd black  metallic, 
automatic climate, moonroof, elect. 
braking assistant, heated seats, 
cruise control, CD-MP3, 10speakers. 
Good fuel economy. €6800 Tel. 
DSN 337-7257 or 069-97266910  
or email wastivers@aol.com

2007 VW Rabbit (Golf) US SPECS 
2.5L 5Cyl 150HP 6 Speed Tiptronic 
Blue 2DR Hatchback 9000 Miles 
Asking $19,890 Heidelberg Area 
DSN 379-9708 CIV 06202-80-9708 
Cell - 01629659162
! ! ! We buy all cars, accident, high 
mileage, bad transmission; top prices 
paid Tel. 0171-7912679

An investment chance you’ll never get again.
KAMPA is your first choice if you are looking for an experienced
and capable partner (90.000 homes built), providing you with
great service throughout the
whole process.

Ask for Mrs. Diana Burns:
cellular phone 01 71 - 9 55 84 62
mailto: diana.burns@kampa.de

Don’t miss your chance!
Build your dream home 100% financed

with your housing allowance.
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+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
www.militaryusedcarsales.com 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
Honda Odyssey EX ’01, 82,000mi., 
new brakes, remote starter, AM/FM/
CD/Cass, $11,000, Wiesbaden area, 
06123-704-816.
VW New Beetle, 1.4l, 5speed, 
air condition. $7700. Contact 
0611-7057157 or 069-97266910  
or wastivers@aol.com

!+!+!+!+!+!+!+!+!+!+!+!+!+!+!+ 
$0 Down financing at www.
militaryusedcarsales.com on used 
BMW’s and selected US Spec cars 
from $5,000 to $25,000, all cars are 
USAREUR inspected and come 
with a limited power train warranty. 
Call 0631-3549908 for details ! 
+!+!+!+!+!+!+!+!+!+!+!+!+!+!
!Mercedes owners! Call me before 
you sell, junk or give away. Also 
if you need parts Tel. 06563-1564  
www.klink-cars.de
!!!!We buy all autos: high mileage, 
accidents, bad engine or transmission 
we pay top $ call 0170-3070155  
or 0631-3579225
!!!!Buy here pay here $200 down 
gets you driving all autos guaranteed 

usareur insp! Call for details  
0170-3070155 or 0631-3579225
! * We buy cars all makes! All 
cond. high mileage, Pick-Ups Tel.  
06371-736432 or 0179-7315029

Child Care
If you need a child care provider,  
I have openings all ages, all hours. 
Call 0160-95885590

For Sale
Like new, 3 seater sofa $ 200 obo; 
bunk bed- wood also $ 200 obo, Call: 
06782-887325
Penthouse for Sale. American 
Owned. 10miles south of Frankfurt. 
Cherry Wood Floors, BIK, 
underground parking, 2lrg patios, 
Town & country feeling. The best of 

Germany! Take over our loan, 4.65% 
interest rate. Call 0176-226-55254 
Wiesbaden Dining Set 5pc. Glass 
Table w. 4Leather Chairs beige. 
Very Classy, 6mos. old. $300 OBO.  
Call 0177-5182929
Wiesbaden PCS sale:  Available 
end of May, 220 appliances & 
transformers 75 watt (2) $15, 100 
watt $20, 300 watt (2)  $25, 750 watt 
$40, 1600 watt $50, floor fans (4) $5/
each, microwave $10, toaster oven 
$5, small heater $10, also small lights, 
gas grill, gas mower.  Reasonable 
offers accepted. 06123-704-816.

Motorcycles
Kawasaki ZX600R ’94 - Euro 
specs, low km, color blue, great 

condition. Near K-Town $2600.  
Call 06374-80-1772
US/Euro spec motorcycles bought/
sold. www.montanamotorcycles.com 
tel 0163-2151050 µ

Pets
12 month old very beautiful German 
Shepard, male, some obedience,  
call: 0160-95885590
Free cat Elvis is a 5 yr male tabby. 
Very affectionate! Currently under 
treatment for diabetes. Takes small 
injections twice daily. We are PCSing 
in July and can not take him with 
us. POC: CW3 Pepper Home. 
Phone: 06183-928363 Cell: 0162-
669-2489 DSN: 322-9419 Email:  
hdpepper@greennet.de
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We now have a new feature!

The Find-It Guide

www.finditguide.de

live music • festivals • theaters 
• sporting events • flea markets 

• and many more…

“EVENTS”
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***Free Female Cat*** Declawed/
Spayed/Microchip Tuxedo cat free 
to good home. Have to get rid of her 
because of allergies. Great lap cat who 
likes to play. Call 0176-67048127
PCSing, need to find a good 
home for two chinchillas.  Free 
with cage. Call 0611-5657274 and  
leave a message.
Free rabbit with supplies and cage. 
Call Karen 03607-401216
Free to loving home AKC German 
Shorthair Pointer beautiful 4yr old 
male call 0173-9583027/3015

Wanted
Large clay flower pots. If you are 
PSCing and don’t want to take them 
with you, I will pick them up in the 
Baumholder or KMC area at no 
cost. Call 06372-995322. Please leave 
message if no one answers.
Looking for a freestanding (single) 
house 200meters plus to rent in 
Wiesbaden and surrounding areas. 
2car garage and yard. Ready to move 
in June or July. Contact 06251-780-
270 or 01515-221-7894, email: 
maresa.laxa@eu.dodea.edu or David.

Laxa@us.army.mil. Private only.  
No immobilien.

.Professional.
Services

Mobile DJ for hire - Specialize in: 
Private Parties, High School Dances 
& Proms, Frat/Sorority Parties, 
Military/Unit Parties, Weddings 
& Receptions, Sweet 16 & more. 
Call anytime at 0163-6149374  
or cooldjcoope@yahoo.com
Certified translations. Reasonable 
rates. Call Tel. 06374-4113  
or 0179-531-0274.
!!!Handyman & Painting — Do 
you need a Handyman? All kinds 

of repairs around your home (in 
& outside) I will sweep your yard 
& mow your lawn. Do you need a 
painter for inside & out? Do you 
need new carpet or laminate wood 
floors laid? Please call Ralf Weber 
Tel. 0151-19432192
Moving! We can do it -- we move 
your furniture local and all over 
Germany. BTM Moving - for fair 
prices! Call: 0160-92272990
Stay at home Mom running Home 
Base Business. If you would like 
more info call 0176-20507040

Jobs
Need extra income? Don’t get 
another job? Work Smarter 

Not Harder! Earn $500-$5000! 
w w w.f reedom.ws/mar t in le wis  
Toll free 1.760.602.3030
Retiring, wanting to quit your 
job? Do you have Entrepreneurial 

aspirations and do something you 
love madly? Then let us show you 
how to Be Your Own Boss. Serious 
Inquries Only! 01608089653 / 54
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eicher
9000

m2

only
in the

H nningen 56
B-4780 St.Vith

www.eicher.be

Simply the bestHighway A60/E42 Prüm-Verviers
Exit 14 St.Vith-Nord

Leather

Quality

st1

world
of furniture

How to find us:
from Kaiserlautern
take the A62/A1 di-
rection Trier.
At the intersection
130 ”Dreieck Mosel-
tal” follow A1 direc-
tion  Wittlich/Ko-
blenz. At exit 126
”Kreuz  Wittlich”
change into A60 in
direction Bitburg,
Lüttich/Liège.
Get out at exit #14
ST.VITH NORD, turn
to the right.
Eicher/LEDERPROFI
is the first store on
the left.

How to find us:
(Belgium)
coming from Mons
or Bruxelles follow
direction Liège on
the E40 (direction
Germany).
   After Liège take
        the E42 to  Ver-
     viers and follow
the highway.
Get out at exit #14
ST.VITH NORD, turn
to left, LEDERPROFI
is the first store on
the left.

Buy now and pay later without costs!
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Ettelbr.

Luxemburg

Trier

Pr m

A1

B L
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E44

B51

A1

Kaiserslautern

Bitburg

A1

Li ge
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E40

D sseldorf   K ln

Koblenz

Wittlich
A60

Free home delivery and set up
(immediate or within 24 months)

Credit cards accepted - Payments in USS| or EURO

Serving
American customers

since almost
30 years

furniture
World of
belgian

The best

is just good enough

American
appreciation

sale Visit our website: www.eicher.be
and save money !

up to50%50%
Your dollar is worth more - now it’s time to buy

Tax free sales
Lay-away-plan (no charges)

Opening hours:
daily 10am - 6pm

sundays 12am - 6pm
WITH SALE

Your NEW 2007 Edition of the Find-It Guide
has valuable coupons inside!

Your NEW 2007 Edition of the Find-It Guide
has valuable coupons inside!

Get One Now!
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Mainz/Wiesbaden
Ludwig-Wolker-Str. 14
55252 Mainz-Kastel
Tel: 06134 567 800

■ Special factory-direct prices start at $31,450*
■ BMW Home Shipping now included
■ BMW Factory Warranty
■ Online ordering service for deployed personnel

Find out more about the 3 Series Coupé and the many benefits available through 
the BMW Military Sales Program at Pentagon Car Sales. 
*Prices subject to change by BMW AG.
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